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Safety and production are inseparable at Asplundh.      is how we  

operate – day in and day out. The safest crews are our most productive crews.   

Equipped with proper tools, training and supervision, our people are always prepared 

to do the job in a safe, efficient manner.         at Asplundh is the only way  

to get the job done.

Alabama/Northeast MS 

Steve Bostock 
Phone: 205-685-4000 
reg052@asplundh.com

Arkansas 

Utah Villines 
Phone: 870-365-6253 

reg636@asplundh.com

Eastern Carolinas 

Doug Smith 
Phone: 919-329-7415 

reg056@asplundh.com

Western Carolinas 

Barry Suddreth 
Phone: 704-523-3621 

reg049@asplundh.com

Georgia 

Wilmer McWhirter 
Phone: 478-781-7995 

reg051@asplundh.com

LA / MS / FL Panhandle 

Brian Walters 
Phone: 228-396-5810 

reg042@asplundh.com 

Tennessee 

Gene Hayden 
Phone: 615-346-7256 

reg067@asplundh.com

Utility Services:
Asset Management and Vegetation Management

Natural Resource Consulting:
Urban Forestry Consulting and Ecological Services

Project Management/Specialized Consulting

www.daveyresourcegroup.com • info@davey.com • 800.828.8312

avey Resource Group’s 
team of experienced 
urban and utility 
foresters, arborists, and 
scientists is the largest in 
the industry. Our clients 
trust us for proven 
solutions that are
innovative and 
customized – the right 
resources when and 
where you need them.

D

Solutions �rough
Innovations and Expertise.
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ISA Southern Chapter Entry Form 
Award Category that applies to your nominee: 

r	Award of Merit      

r	Honorary Life Membership   

r	Award of Achievement

r	Award for Excellence in Arboriculture   

r	Education Award

r	Award of Arboricultural Research 

r	John G. Martin Award

____________________________________________________
Nominee’s Name/Title

____________________________________________________
Company/Organization Name

____________________________________________________
Address

____________________________________________________
Phone Number/E-mail Address

____________________________________________________
Nominator’s Name

____________________________________________________
Nominator’s Contact Information

Please describe in the space below information regarding the nominee 
such as participation in ISA or related industry/professional organizations, 
any noteworthy projects or initiatives the nominee has either led or 
participated in over the past few years with respect to arboriculture. Be 
sure to include a summary of their career path in arboriculture, especially 
in relationship to the specific award. You may submit additional 
information on a separate page. 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Mail this to:  Pete Rausch, 6801-A W. 12th Street, Little Rock, AR 72204. 
Nominations are due Friday, February 20, 2015.
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The urban forest 
is increasingly being 
recognized for its benefits 
to public health and 
wellbeing. As a result, 
more cities in North 

America are including green spaces 
in their community health policies 

and promoting trees in their climate-change 
agendas.

The ISA credits partnerships between 
medical professionals and tree experts for 
making headway on today’s global health-
challenges, including obesity, heart disease 
and nutrition.

“Research shows that the presence of trees in a community 
can encourage people to be more physically active in addition 
to affecting their attitudes and behaviors,” says Jim Skiera, 
Executive Director of ISA. “We are just beginning to establish 
relationships between public health experts and urban forestry, 
but we know much more about the positive link between 
health and nature than we did 10 years ago, so there has been 
tremendous progress.“

Currently, tree experts are working with the World Health 
Organization to develop guidelines for improving human access 
to green space in urban areas. The United Nations’ Sustainable 
Development Goals also include making more green space 
available, especially for young people and the elderly. 

“In Canada, urban foresters have been part of a policy to fight 
skin cancer, and in Sweden, a regional government has partnered 
with a university to treat people with burnout in therapeutic 
gardens,” says Dr. Cecil Konijnendijk, a noted expert on urban 
forestry and urban greening in the department of landscape 
architecture, planning and management at Swedish University of 
Agricultural Sciences. “A colleague of mine in the Netherlands 
has partnered with a health insurance company for a program to 
take people out on nature walks to help alleviate stress.”
Among the ways trees improve public health: 
• 100 trees remove 53 tons of carbon dioxide and 430 pounds of 
other air pollutants from the environment each year. (Courtesy: USDA)

• Neighborhoods with trees experience fewer incidents of
domestic violence and are safer and more sociable. (Courtesy: USDA)

• People who use public parks and open spaces are three times
more likely to reach recommended levels of physical activity 
than those who don’t participate. (Courtesy: NIH)

Dr. Konijnendijk adds, “When asked how they feel after 
spending time in green spaces, volunteering for tree work or in 
a community garden, people are consistently telling us that they 
are in better health and less stressed compared to the time before 
they engaged in these activities.”

Mark Hartley, an ISA Certified Arborist and tree consultant 
in Penrith, Australia, believes planting more trees—when 
appropriate—is a way to keep the momentum going worldwide 
in support of trees’ benefits to human health.

Forests, green spaces have a positive effect on health www.treesaregood.org

ECI adECI ad
please placeplease place

ECI ad
please place

ECI ad
please placeplease place
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Contact your Nelson representative today 
to discuss your vegetation management needs:

Bob Turner Jr. at 1-856-694-4100
Highest standards for  
crew professionalism

equipment resources

Nationwide 24/7 crisis  
response

Unmatched safety record
Industry leading

Have you heard the phrase “iron sharpens iron”?  It comes 
from Proverbs 27:17.  This verse resonates with me as I reflect 
on my year as Chapter President.  I have a lot of people that I 
want to thank:

 Thank you to Beau Brodbeck and the Conference Planning 
Committee for your brainstorming, planning and organizing 
... You have encouraged me to dream big.

 Thank you to my fellow Board Members for your 
commitment and passion to our Chapter ... You have been  
an example of leadership in action.

 Thank you to Dwayne Carter and staff for your loyalty 
... Your acumen and judgment is a tremendous asset to  
this Chapter. 

 Thank you to Karl Pokorny for your listening ear and 
encouraging words.

 Thank you to the Chapter Members for your time and talents.

I think that we have something special at Southern Chapter.  
For example, the Tree Climbing Competition. Where else could 
you find your biggest competitor coaching you through the 
Master’s climb and cheering you on at the Aerial Rescue?  I 
have seen your dedication to your craft and willingness to bring 
others along. I thank each of you for your contribution to this 
Chapter, for together we are stronger.

a big 

thank you!

Together, we are stronger   Message from the President, John Morris

I’ll look for you in Mobile! From the day I wrote this, we 
are 58 days away from opening ceremony. I want to leave you 
with one exciting announcement: I’m proud to announce that 
we are launching a Conference mobile app for your iPhone, 
Droid or tablet. This app will have many exciting features, such 
as personal profiles, list of speakers and classes, and vendor 
information. While at the Conference, the app will allow you 
to provide feedback on each session. A big THANK YOU to 
Davey for helping get this project launched! Currently, the app 
is in beta testing, but will be ready in time for the Conference.

Again, thank you for allowing me to serve, learn and grow  
as your 2014-2015 Chapter President.

    Regards,  John Morris
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Southern Chapter to host  
2019 International Conference 
In December 2014, the Board of Directors selected 
Knoxville, TN, as the site for the 2019 annual conference. 
In the 90 years ISA has been in existence, the Southern 
Chapter has hosted three conferences; Asheville NC 1958, 
Hilton Head SC 1995 and Nashville TN 2005. In four 
short years, we will have the opportunity to welcome 
approximately 2000 arborists from around the world to  
the foothills of the Smoky Mountains and demonstrate  
what southern hospitality is all about.

ISA membership year model change
The ISA Membership year model, as well as the Southern 
Chapter membership, is changing. In the future, memberships 
will be valid for twelve months from the day they are 
processed instead of being based on a calendar year expiring 
on 12/31.

2015 ISA Conference — Save the Date!
August 8-12, 2015, in Orlando. Plan now to take part in this 
year’s conference. More info at www.isa-arbor.com.

Leadership Workshop 2014
Dwayne Carter, Joshua Franz and I attended the annual 
ISA Leadership Workshop in October 2014. Valuable skills 
training took place over a three-day period.  We visited ISA 
headquarters and met the hard working and efficient staff. 

Representing the Southern Chapter is an honor. If you have 
any ideas or thoughts you’d like conveyed to the ISA, please 
contact me at tom.wolf@davey.com, (865) 621-8806.

ISA update       
by Tom Wolf, Council of Representatives Southern Chapter Rep

Southern Chapter ISA Executive Director Dwayne Carter, Tom 
Wolf, and North Carolina Director Joshua Franz.
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–  Guard against an uncontrolled 
swing or unsafe move

– Tend your slack
–  Complete everything on the  

list and land on the ground  
with both feet 

– Oh yeah, don’t waste any time 
... Sounds like a work site to me!
 

Aerial Rescue teaches that the 
best rescue done is the one not 
needed. Heaven forbid the scene 
where a co-worker, an associate 
or anyone else needs to be rescued 
with an injury, but it happens and 
you can read about the incidents 
every month through TCIA’s 
accident and injury report. 

In the real world there are 
some cases where it’s nearly 
impossible to get to someone in time, and rule #1 is don’t 
become a second victim. Contestants in AR get to use their 
mouth and vocal chords as much as they need to in this 
event to let the judges know that they have carefully thought 
about the situation, are staying focused, and can coordinate 
the safe rescue of the victim. Every company should train 
all employees for emergency situations, including an aerial 
rescue, and train even more on how to avoid needing it. This 
TCC event is a great model.  

At the end of the day, a few of the best will qualify for the 
Masters Challenge. At first it looks like a contest of skill and 
speed. It mostly is, but I am often so impressed that I would use 
a different description ... PROFESSIONALISM!  

When I go home afterwards, I’ll remember how fast so-and-
so was, how clever so-and-so was, a new piece of equipment or 
a new method, or pick up a management tip from a fellow judge. 
Most of all, though, I’ll be thinking about how tomorrow I will 
improve based on what I saw to become a better arborist!
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VMSuite is the software you need to increase productivity,  
 lower costs and achieve compliance. 

866.280.1349   terra-spectrum.com

        Seamless automation...  
    from the field to the office...
       and back again. 

Your complete VM Software Suite.  

I love winter because it means spring 
is coming ... Longer days, warmer 
weather, people noticing tree work that 
needs to be done, and the 2015 tree 
climbing competition! I always look 
forward to going because I know that 
someone will have something new to 
show and I will get inspired to be better, 
safer, and more efficient. 

This year the Georgia TCC is in 
Columbus on February 21, the Southern 
Chapter is in Mobile on March 7-8, and 
the Charlotte Arborist Association event 
is April 18-19. The events showcase the 
best, fastest, and smartest climbers, and the 
competitors certainly have that in mind.  

A second major purpose and bonus 
of the TCCs is to teach safety, to see 
innovations in tools and equipment, and 
especially to show how people are using 
them. There are new tools and techniques 
every year which may become the future 
standard for the industry ... or something 
you may never see again.  At some point a 
1/4” throwing line with a lead filled rubber 
pear was cutting edge for setting lines but 
now is most appropriate as a gag gift. 

Single-line techniques are evolving 
and sometimes controversial, but the rules 
and best practices for use will come from 
the TCCs, and being there is a chance 
to see it first. The Southern Chapter has 
some of the best in the business regarding 
judging experience and history with the 
International TCC. These are great people 
to work with and learn from.

Proper and safe techniques is evident 
at each event. To some extent, everything 
done in a TCC mimics a tree-service 
company at work. To begin with, no one 
is allowed in the ring without proper 
PPE and all climbing gear is checked and 
approved or denied for use before the 
event begins. No exceptions. The work 
starts with throwline, which involves the 
proper line, strategy and luck. 

Regarding strategy, you’ll see 
it all. Some competitors go for the 
highest target, passing on a lower more 
achievable goal, and often taking a lesser 
score in the end. Others will go after 
an attainable goal and get a respectable 
score, passing on a top score which could 
be a boom or bust deal. Some people say 

the throwline event depends more on luck 
than any other event and is more like golf 
than tree work.  

Belayed speed climb seems to be 
a relic of the past with all the new 
equipment available for more efficient 
use of energy while climbing. It will 
definitely let you know about level of 
fitness and whether you’ve been eating 
too many donuts instead of bananas.

The footlock event focuses on 
strength, fluidity, and speed. One move 
that is not completely efficient will lose 
you a second, which could cost a placing. 
And, of course, safety is involved in 
the form of a secured belay and proper 
technique.  

The work climb and aerial rescue 
are the real showcases of technique and 
safety. Watching a climber compete in 
the work climb is a lesson in safety and 
best practices, as well as efficiency and 
productivity which are all paramount for 
our success:

– Plan your route
– Complete thoroughly the task at hand 

TCC showcases professionalism     by Mark Collins, Appleseed Tree Service, Inc., Decatur, GA
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Insecticides • Fungicides
PGRs • Antibiotics

MicroNutrients

Learn more! Call 800.698.4641 or visit
ArborSystems.com for information and videos

INCREASE THE
NUMBER OF TREES
YOU TREAT
IN A DAY!

Wedgle®

Direct-Inject™

TREE INJECTION SYSTEM

� No drilling damage
� No mixing at job sites
� No guarding or return trips
� No waiting for uptake
� Treats most trees in

five minutes or less!
� Successful and most

profitable add-on service

Our advanced technology for
tree treatment allows you to

Multiple injection tips designed for
all types of trees, conifers and palms

ALABAMA

March 7-10, 2015
2015 Southern Chapter ISA’s annual conference 
and trade show. Arthur R. Outlaw Convention 
Center in Mobile. www.isasouthern.org.

March 11-13, 2015
TRAQ (Tree Assessment Qualification)  
Workshop. Mobile. www.isa-arbor.com

GEORGIA

February 18, 2015
The Georgia Urban Forestry Council will host 
the “GUFC’s 24 Annual Conference and Awards 
Program.” Macon. Contact Mary Lynn Beckley 
at marylynne@gufc.org (404) 377-0404

February 19, 2015
The Woodbine GA Tree Board will host the 
“Woodbine Tree Care Seminar.” Woodbine.  
Contact Jerry Holcomb at (912) 271-0133.

February 19, 2015
The University of Georgia Extension will host a 
“Pesticide Safety & Handling Training.” Coastal 
Botanical Gardens in Savannah. Visit www.
ugagriffincontinuinged.com, call (770) 229-3477 
or e-mail conteduc@uga.edu.

February 21, 2015
The 17th Annual GAA Tree Climbing Competi-
tion. Columbus. Visit www.georgiaarborist.org, 
call (706) 366-5438.

February 24, 2015
Augusta-Richmond County Extension’s “Spring 
Disease Identification and Update.” Augusta. 
Contact Sid Mullis at (706) 821-2350.

February 26, 2015 
The University of Georgia Cooperative Exten-
sion will host the “North Georgia Gardening 
Symposium.” Acworth. Visit www.caes.uga.edu 
or call Paul J. Pugliese at (770) 387-5142.

March 5, 2015 
The University of Georgia Extension will host a 
“Pesticide Safety & Handling Training.” Perry. 
Visit www.ugagriffincontinuinged.com or call 
(770) 229-3477 or email conteduc@uga.edu.

NORTH CAROLINA

February 17, 2015 
The North Carolina Cooperative Extension  
Service will host “Eastern NC Landscae  
Conference and Trade Show.” Wilson. Contact 
Cyndi Lauderdale at (252) 237-0113.

SOUTH CAROLINA

February 12, 2015 
Rainbow Treecare Scientific Advancements  
will host the “Southeast Plant Healthcare  
Seminar.” Columbia. Contact Alyssa Kjellberg  
at (952) 252-0552.

Upcoming Events Southern Chapter
INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF ARBORICULTURE
73rd Annual Conference and Trade Show

March 7-10, 2015     Mobile, Alabama
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE UTILITY ARBORIST ASSOCIATION
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From extensive on-going training to reliable 
guidance in the field, our management team and 

field employees work together to serve YOU better.

Teamwork
Results

 Powerful 

 Powerful 

707.829.1018
CNUTILITY.COM

THE POWER OF KNOWLEDGE

Utility Arborists & Foresters  |  Industry Analysis  |  Benchmarking 
Program/Compliance Reviews  |  Expert Witness  |  Software 

LIDAR  |  QA/QC  |  Turn-Key UVM Operations

Emerald ash borer confirmed as threat to white fringetree     from www.sciencedaily.com

The emerald ash borer (Agrilus 
planipennis), also known as EAB, is an 
invasive insect pest from Asia that has 
killed millions of trees in the United 
States and Canada, and has caused 
billions of dollars of damage since it 
was discovered in 2002. Fortunately, 
its damage has been limited to ash 
trees — or so we thought.

During the summer and fall of 
2014, Dr. Don Cipollini, a professor 
at Wright State University, found 
evidence that the EAB can also 
attack white fringetree (Chionanthus 
virginicus), a species native to the 
southeastern United States that is 
planted ornamentally. His observations 
are described in an article published in 
the Journal of Economic Entomology 
called “White Fringetree as a Novel 
Larval Host for Emerald Ash Borer” 
(DOI: 10.1093/jee/tou026).

While examining white fringetrees 
in Yellow Springs, Ohio, Dr. Cipollini 
found external symptoms of emerald ash 
borer attacks, including the presence of 
adult exit holes, canopy dieback, bark 
splitting, and other deformities. After 

removing the bark from one of the trees, 
he found evidence that at least three 
generations of emerald ash borer larvae 
had used the tree, and he saw several 
live larvae that were actively feeding. 
In addition, he found a dead adult that 
has been confirmed as emerald ash 

borer. Additional white fringetrees 
exhibiting evidence of emerald ash 
borer attack were also found in 
Springfield and Dayton, Ohio.

“It appears that emerald ash borer is 
eating more than ash trees,” Cipollini 
said. “It may have a wider host range 
than we ever thought in the first place, 
or it is adapting to utilize new hosts. 
This biological invasion is having 
drastic ecological and economic 
consequences, and you can’t always 
predict what’s going to happen.”

The borers attack trees by laying 
eggs on the bark. The serpentine 
feeding galleries of the larvae inside 
the bark disrupt the flow of nutrients 
and water and starve the tree.

White fringetree, a relative of ash, 
is a deciduous shrub or small tree 
that can grow up to 30 feet tall. It has 
white flowers and a purple, olive-like 

fruit, and is growing in popularity as an 
ornamental. It is known for its relative 
lack of pest and disease problems, and 
until now has never been reported as a 
host to wood borers related to emerald 
ash borer.
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The Jarraff All-Terrain Tree Trimmer puts you in control of 
productivity, profi ts and safety.  With unmatched capabilities in the 
fi eld, the Jarraff All-Terrain Tree Trimmer has redefi ned Right-of-Way 
maintenance making crews more productive and effi cient, while 
adding a new level of safety and control to the industry.  

The Jarraff All-Terrain Tree Trimmer can outperform conventional 
trimming techniques at a rate of nearly 5-to-1!  That type of 
productivity can put more to the bottom line.  

Take control of your ROW Maintenance operations with the 
Jarraff All-Terrain Tree Trimmer.

ROPS, FOPS & OPS Certifi ed Cab

Wheeled & Track Models Available

75-ft Cutting Height

360-degree Range of Motion

Over 30 Years of Experience
www.jarraff.com

800.767.7112

 
in Control

Achieve Productivity, Safety & Control

CERTIFIED
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Me in the trees     by Wes Hopper, Southern Chapter ISA Past President

Hello everyone! It has been a while since I was asked 
to write an article for the ISA Southern Chapter newsletter. 
As a past president of the chapter, I am excited to take the 
opportunity to express, once again, my passion for what I chose 
to do as a career. I want to tell this story with hopes of inspiring 
other arborists to take advantage of the real opportunities that 
are available to further their careers. Opportunities like ISA 
workshops and conferences, North American Training Solutions, 
and, yes, even You Tube, where other professional arborists 
share new techniques online. I meet new climbers on a regular 
basis either in person or online while communicating on our 
Tree Climbers group on Facebook. Many of these climbers 
have never attended a 
workshop nor have they 
taken the time to learn 
more than just putting 
on spikes to top the tree. 
Having taught many 
workshops and the ISA 
Certified Arborist Study 
course, I have learned 
that all climbing arborists 
must start with the pure 
basics of climbing. With 
that being said, this is 
how my story starts:

 My career started 
when I was five years 
old. My father had asked 
me and my brothers what 
we wanted to be when 
we grew up. My older 
brother wanted to be a 
police officer like our dad. 
He grew up, joined the 
Navy and protected our 
country as a Navy Seal. 
My other brother wanted 
to be a fireman. He has 
been a fireman for the past 
24 years. My youngest 
brother was too young 
to answer. Me? I wanted 
to be Tarzan. I wanted to 
swing through the tree canopies like a wild ape. 

 When I became a young adult at age 18, I was asked by a 
friend to help cut down his father’s tree. I had no idea what I was 
doing but being my competitive self, I said, “Sure, Why not?” I 
was in the tree for about two hours, struggling with Boy Scout 
knots, trying to crank a saw that I had not seen before, and not 
understanding the cause and effects created by the unskilled 
laborer called Wes. Luckily my friend, Kenneth Lovelady, and 
my soon-to-be good friend, Mark Culver, drove by and saw me 
in the tree. Kenneth and Mark are both professional tree climbers 
who later became mentors to me. In my best interests, Mark and 
Kenny almost in unison said, “Wes, come down before you hurt 
yourself and we will finish this tree for you!”  

I’m not afraid to admit that I was relieved to hear their 
concerns for my well-being because I certainly was having doubts 

about my abilities to remove this tree. That was 34 years ago but 
the memories of that day are as fresh as if it happened yesterday.

That day, I learned that in order to be a good tree climber, I 
must first learn the basic skills of climbing and not to believe that 
I can do it just because I can accept the challenge of something 
new and exciting. I told myself that I was going to work for the 
biggest and best tree company in Memphis. That company turned 
out to be The Davey Tree Company. I had worked for them for 
only six months when the manager approached me and said, “Wes 
it is time for you to find another job. I’m going to have to lay you 
off.” I was shocked to hear this. I responded by telling him, “No 
you can’t do this to me! I don’t want to leave! What do I need to 

do to keep from losing this 
job?” The manager looked 
down at me for a moment 
with his head cocked to 
the side. He finally said, 
“Learn everything you can 
about trees.” I looked up at 
him the same way he was 
looking down at me. I said, 
“I can do that.” I believe 
he was a little disappointed 
that I didn’t just leave but 
he still gave me permission 
to use his office to study. 

I started out learning 
tree identification and then 
I learned about diseases. 
A few years later, this 
manager sent me to the 
Davey home office in 
Kent, Ohio, to attend the 
Davey Institute of Tree 
Science. When I returned 
from Ohio, I was sent to 
Nashville, TN, to take 
the exam for the state 
chartered pesticide license. 
My manager was the late 
Thomas Dedrick. During 
all of this study and school 
time I was being trained 
as a climber. I only turned 

down one tree during my nine years with Davey. That tree fell 
on its own two days later. 

In 1996, I participated in my first tree climbing competition. 
It was there that I learned that I still needed more training. 
This was my first of many opportunities to be in the trees with 
advanced and motivated climbing arborists — arborists that 
were thrilled to share their knowledge with guys like me. The 
following year I met Scott Prophet, another mentor in my 
arboriculture career. For the next several years, I either chaired 
or co-chaired many different tree climbing competitions. I also 
dedicated my time to mentoring others in a kind of “Pay it 
Forward” way to show respect to those who mentored me. 

I have never looked back and wished that I had chosen 
another career. I have, however, had my share of incidents 
created by a chainsaw and the laws of gravity. I had one such 

SOUTHERN CHAPTER ISA • WINTER 2015     PAGE 9

2014-2015 Southern Chapter Officers
Executive Director: Dwayne Carter  

Carter Utility Tree Service  
213 Apollo Drive, Mount Airy, NC 27030 

(336) 789-4747    dcarter@isasouthern.org

President Elect: Michella Huff 
City of Mount Airy, 300 S Main Street, Mount Airy, NC 27030 
(336) 786-3593, mhuff@mountairy.com

Vice President: Jon Balkcom 
Georgia Power Company, 241 Ralph McGill Blvd NE,  
Bin 20034, Atlanta, GA  30308, (404) 506-3650,  
jbalkcom@southernco.com

Chapter Representative: Tom Wolf 
Wolf Tree, 3310 Greenway Drive, Knoxville, TN 37918 
(865) 687-3400, twolf@wolftreeinc.com

Conference Planner: Southern Chapter Office 
213 Apollo Drive, Mount Airy, NC 27030 
(336) 789-4747, dcarter@isasouthern.org

Tree Fund Liaison: Beau Brodbeck 
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incident (a struck by) that took a year-and-a-half for me to heal 
enough to climb again. 

At the age of 52, I don’t climb as much as I used to do. When I do, 
I always take a moment and reflect upon different situations I have 
encountered. A few such incidents include once when I was swarmed 

by honey bees but never stung, or 
when I was attacked by a hawk, or 
when I had to grab a raccoon by 
its leg. These are things could only 
happen to a tree climber.

 I have a lot of other stories but 
in this article, I wanted to emphasize 
the importance of a continued 
education for yourself and your 
mentorship to the next generation 
of tree climbers. In 2015 I will have 
more good stories to tell about “Me 
in the Trees.”  This month I will 
participate, for the second time, in 
the Geezers In the Treezers Tree 
Climbing Competition. It will be lots 
of fun for me just to compete again. 
What is even more exciting is that I 
intend to learn more about the new 
advanced climbing techniques that 

are now being used in the field. Yes, I’ll be a little sore when I return, 
but you know what? I’ll never regret it.

Every day is an education. Sometimes you’re the teacher and other 
times you’re the student. Thank you again to all the mentors in my life.




