
FIRST CLASS MAIL

Alabama: Gary Ickes 
Ickes Tree Service, Inc
13520 State Hwy 104
Silverhill, AL  36576
(251) 945-5144
gary@ickestreeservice.com

Arkansas: Patti Erwin
Arkansas Forestry Commission
2752 North Garland Avenue
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72704
(479) 442-4963
patti.erwin@arkansas.gov

Georgia: Jon Balkcom
Georgia Power Company
241 Ralph McGill Blvd. NE, BIN 20034
Atlanta GA 30308
(404) 506-3650
jbalkcom@southernco.com

Louisiana: Glen Wilson 
LSU Burden Center 
4560 Essen Lane 
Baton Rouge, LA  70809  
(225) 235-0893
jwils36@tigers.lsu.edu

Mississippi: Billy Kelly
4-County Electric Power Association 
1287 Yeates Subdivision Road
Starkville, MS  39759
(662) 386-7448
billy.kelly@4county.org

North Carolina: Michella Huff
City of Mount Airy 
300 S Main Street 
Mount Airy, NC  27030 
(336) 786-3593
mhuff@mountairy.org

Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands: 
Maria de los a Sanchez  
MSR Environmental Consulting Svcs
HC 1 Box 9070 
San German, PR  00683 
(787) 662-3211
mariadelosasanchez@hotmail.com

South Carolina: Tim Gillette
City of Tega Cay
PO Box 3399
Tega Cay, SC  29708
(803) 548-3512
tgillette@tegacay.com

Tennessee: James Barnhart
Duck River EMC
PO Box 89
Shelbyville, TN 37162
(931) 205-6500
jbarnhart@dremc.com

At-Large: Kay Reed
Atlanta, GA 
(770) 330-6582
kreed147@gmail.com

Visit the Southern Chapter website at 
www.isasouthern.org

You may contact the Chapter Office 
by phone at (888) 339-8733
or (336) 789-4747, 
by fax (336) 789-0202 
or e-mail dcarter@isasouthern.org

2012-2013 State Directors

Southern Chapter ISA
Dwayne Carter, Exec. Director & Treasurer
213 Apollo Drive
Mt. Airy, NC 27030
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There are so many beneficial aspects of participation in ISA for so arborists. Scientific, 
educational and networking covers just a few. But have you ever considered the 
pride that comes with being a part of such a professional organization? I was lucky 
at the beginning of my career to have worked for an arborist named Larry Hall in 
Wheeling, IL, a past president of ISA.         continued on page 8

Benefits	Along	the	Way		by	Glen	Wilson,	Louisiana	Director

Ted Harbourt, Jamie Montgomery and Glen Wilson near the top of a 310-foot Douglas Fir.  Photo by Carmac Nagan
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Most people have never heard of Sapelo Island, GA, much 
less been there.  I am one of the fortunate ones because I 
have been there many times.  Sapelo is one of the best kept 
secrets around. My grandfather was the manager of the island 
in the 1920s and 30s, when Howard Coffin, founder of the 
Hudson Motor Company in Detroit, and then R.J. Reynolds, 
of R.J. Reynolds Tobacco, owned the island.  Former presi-
dents Calvin Coolidge and Herbert Hoover as well as aviator 
Charles Lindbergh were guests on the island. My mother 
grew up exploring the island on horseback. I grew up hearing 
the stories of Sapelo.

Sapelo Island is now owned by the State of Georgia and is 
managed by the Georgia Department of Natural Resources. 
The University of Georgia leases the south end of the island 
and has a Marine 
Institute established 
by R.J. Reynolds in 
the 1950s. Access 
to the island is by 
ferry and is lim-
ited. By being an 
active member and 
volunteer with the 
Friends of the Uni-
versity of Georgia 
Marine Institute, I 
get to go to the is-
land for their work 
weekends and do a 
little exploring on 
my own.  

The group has numerous ongoing projects. We’ve taken 
on the historic preservation of Howard Coffins’ circa 1925 
Wm. H. Lutton greenhouse. This magnificent estate-style 
glasshouse is an interconnected group of thirteen individual 
environmental “zones” or rooms totaling 5,250 sq. ft.  Tree 
crews working on the island carefully removed the huge 
trees growing up through the roof of the greenhouse without 
breaking one single pane of glass. Amazing!

We’re repairing the Teal/Odum boardwalk that extends 

400 feet into the marsh and is used by researchers and 
students to conduct salt marsh ecosystem studies without 
damaging the marsh.

We have numerous painting, restoration and repair proj-
ects that are just waiting for you! If you love the Georgia 
coast, and specifically Sapelo Island, then consider joining 
our group, the Friends of the University of Georgia Marine 
Institute (UGAMI). We are individuals who value the Ma-
rine Institute and Sapelo Island and want to participate in the 
preservation of one of the crown jewels of Georgia’s educa-
tional and research treasures. 

We raise money to support an undergraduate summer in-
tern, graduate student research, and various historic restoration 
projects. We work and play hard. Work weekends are tremen-

dously popular with our volun-
teers. They’ve put a great deal of 
sweat equity into our projects.

If you’d like to support the 
restoration of the greenhouse,  
you can earmark a donation to 
our “Be a Pane” campaign. A  
$50 donation buys a pane of glass 
(you’re a pane). With a $100 
donation you’re a double pane. 
A million dollar donation makes 
you a royal pane ... and we’ll 
even rename the greenhouse in 
your honor.

Join us! Become a member of 
the Friends by sending a tax-
deductible contribution to The 

Friends of UGAMI, Marine Programs, University of Georgia, 
Athens, GA, 30602. Please make your check payable to The 
UGA Foundation. 

To volunteer for a work weekend, contact Beth Richard-
son at beth@plantbio.uga.edu or (706) 542-1790. Visit www.
friendsofugami for more information or to donate on-line. If 
you want to discuss how you can get involved, feel free to 
contact Nancy Beckemeyer at nsbeckem@southernco.com or 
(404) 590-9376.

Restoration and Repair on Sapelo Island   By Nancy Beckemeyer and Beth Richardson
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Contact your Nelson representative today 
to discuss your vegetation management needs:

Bob Turner Jr. at 1-856-694-4100
Highest standards for  
crew professionalism

equipment resources

Nationwide 24/7 crisis  
response

Unmatched safety record
Industry leading

Ok everyone, are you ready for Memphis? The 71st  
ISA Annual Conference and Tree Climb Competition is 
just around the corner.  We have an excellent educational 
agenda with some very well-informed speakers. North 
American Training Solutions will be set-up on the exhibit 
floor demonstrating new climbing 
skills. The trade show floor will be 
busy with at least sixty different 
companies ready to show off 
their products and answer any 
questions about their services. 
The golf tournament will be held 
at one of the South’s most elite 
golf courses, Mirimichi, which is 
owned by Justin Timberlake. The 
spouse and guest program will 
include a tour of the Memphis Pink 
Palace Museum and a tour of the 
Memphis Botanic Garden, which 
was recently awarded the Tennessee 
Urban Forestry Council’s first 
Center of Excellence. The tree-climbing competition will be 
conducted right on the bank of the Mighty Mississippi River 
inside the Greenbelt Park. 

The Marriott Hotel is located right on North Main Street 
with trolley cars just out the front doors. The trolley system 
runs almost all day and night and will take you from the 

hotel all the way to Beale Street as well as up and down 
Madison Avenue.

 In Memphis, music is first and foremost when it comes 
to entertainment. We have the Gibson Guitar Factory, the 
Memphis Rock and Soul Museum, Stax Records Museum, and 

the place that got Elvis started, Sun Studio. Another of 
my favorite places is the St. Blues Guitar Shop where 
you may get to meet my good friend, T. K., one of the 
nation’s greatest guitar builders.  I just purchased my 
latest guitar there. The history of Mike Ladd, another 
Memphis music legend, is posted all over the back wall 
of St. Blues. Ladd, a personal friend of mine, designed 
and built the black guitar that Elvis played at his concert, 
Aloha from Hawaii. For those of you who haven’t been 
to Graceland yet, don’t miss the opportunity. 

 If that isn’t enough to get your southern blood 
pumping, on Beale Street alone we have twenty-five 
clubs and shops lining the streets, such as B.B. King’s 
Blues Club, Silky O’Sullivan’s, Coyote Ugly, and 
the Hard Rock Café. Don’t forget your ID, because 
everyone is carded to walk on Beale Street!

 Memphis is also home to some of the best food you’ll 
ever eat. On Beale Street, we have Blues City Café or if you 
want an old-fashioned burger, try Dyer’s Burgers. Mason, 
Tennessee’s famous Gus’s Fried Chicken, is located at 310 
Front Street. For fine dining, visit the Itta Bena Restaurant 

Walking	in	Memphis:	MARCH	23-26,	2013			Message	from	the	President,	Wes Hopper

continued on page 4

  

Music legend Mike Ladd



Utility Services:
Asset Management and Vegetation Management

Natural Resource Consulting:
Urban Forestry Consulting and Ecological Services

Project Management/Specialized Consulting

www.daveyresourcegroup.com • info@davey.com • 800.828.8312

avey Resource Group’s 
team of experienced 
urban and utility 
foresters, arborists, and 
scientists is the largest in 
the industry. Our clients 
trust us for proven 
solutions that are
innovative and 
customized – the right 
resources when and 
where you need them.

D

Solutions �rough
Innovations and Expertise.
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temperatures below 39º F, it is not likely to naturalize in any 
of the Southern Chapter’s continental member states.  

As often happens with introduced species, neem has 
become an invasive tree in many of the areas where it was 
naturalized.  Animals rapidly spread neem seeds as they feed 
on the fleshy fruit and deposit the seeds indiscriminately.  
Like other weed species, neem is tough and can tolerate 
severe drought, as well as heavy root and crown damage.  
Neem is a good candidate for pollarding since it sprouts 
profusely when it is injured by pruning or storms. Because 
of the neem’s ability to sprout, it is an excellent tree for 
coppicing in fuel-wood plantations.  

Below are some of the known uses of the neem tree that 
have been determined through research:

1. Early in Indian history, humans discovered that neem 
improved oral health. Even today, millions of Indians still 
chew neem twigs until they have a brush-like form and then 
brush their teeth and gums with it.

2. Neem compounds show promise for treating some 
human fungal pathogens such as the fungi that cause athletes 
foot; “ringworms” (not actually worms); Trichosporon, 
a fungus of the intestinal tract; Geotrichum, a yeast-like 
infection of the lungs and mucous membrane; and Candida, a 
yeast-like fungus that can cause lesions in the mouth.

3. Researchers are studying the effect of neem’s primary 
chemical compound, azardirachtin, for the control of the 
crippling Chagas’ disease in Haiti. Chagas is spread by kissing 
bugs (Rhodnius prolixus).  Not only does azardirachtin prevent 
kissing bugs from molting, but it appears to make them 
immune to the causal parasite that they transmit to humans.

4. In trials neem oil has suppressed bacterial agents 
including Staphylococcus aureus and Salmonella typhosa.  
Neem oil does not kill all bacteria outright, but renders some 
species immotile and subsequently unable to cause infections.

5. Initial studies showed that ground up neem leaves 
applied topically were very effective in treating scabies in 
humans and mange in livestock (caused by the same mite).

6. Researchers are conducting studies based on anecdotal 
information concerning neem oils effectiveness as an 
antiviral agent. Early research indicates that the oil has the 
potential to prevent viruses from entering cells, but does not 
appear to provide treatment after infection. 

7. Neem products contain substances that disrupt the 
fungi that produce the powerful carcinogen, aflatoxin, on 
moldy peanuts, corn, and other grains. Neem does not kill the 
fungi, but shuts off its ability to create aflatoxin.  

8. Neem extracts appear to have the most potential 
for controlling insect pests on trees and other plants.  
Azardirachtin controls insect populations by working as a 
repellant and feeding deterrent.  In addition it prevents molting, 
and disrupts mating cycles.  Neem can be used both as a topical 
spray and a systemic to control leaf eating and sucking insects 
and it has very low toxicity to non-target organisms.

A quick search on the internet would lead you to believe 
that neem oil also cures diabetes, prevents wrinkles, and is 
a treatment for depression.  Maybe someday it will do those 
things, but in the meantime, look for it in the pharmacy aisle at 
the grocery and the insecticide aisle at the feed and seed.

PAGE 4     SOUTHERN CHAPTER ISA • WINTER 2013     

ECI ad
please place

located above BB King’s. Words cannot describe my 
experience at Flight located at 39 South Main. The ever-so-
popular Paulette’s is at 50 Harbor Town Square across from 
the tree-climb competition site. Outside of Beale but still 
downtown is the famous Rendezvous Restaurant that serves up 
some very tasty barbeque ribs. I highly recommend going to 
Central Barbeque located at Central and Cox Street. It’s a little 
further out, but worth the drive. YUM!  

Other places of distinct interest that should be on your list 
of things to do include: Mud Island River Park which is located 
within walking distance from the hotel; Dixon Gallery and 
Gardens which is just across the street from Memphis Botanic 
Garden; Shelby Farms which is the nation’s largest inner city 
park; Overton Park Conservancy which is the largest inner 
city natural area this side of the Mississippi River; and The 
Memphis Zoo with its recent construction of “The Teton” is 
definitely a must-see attraction.  

These are just a few of the places of interest to peak your 
excitement and to whet your appetite prior to the conference.  
Visit www.downtownmemphis.com to see an entire listing of 
the many opportunities that Memphis offers or you can visit the 
Memphis Convention and Visitors Bureau downtown at either 
119 N. Riverside Drive or 47 Union Avenue.  

Don’t be surprised if you see the ghost of Elvis, he’s usually 
about ten feet off of Beale.

     ...Walking in Memphis!

Walking	in	Memphis			continued from page 3 2012-2013 Southern Chapter Officers
Executive Director: Dwayne Carter 

Carter Utility Tree Service  
213 Apollo Drive, Mount Airy, NC 27030 

(336) 789-4747    dcarter@isasouthern.org

President Elect: Karl Pokorny
TreeSouth, LLC, PO Box 1175, Seneca, SC  29679 
(864) 882-8262, karlpokorny@bellsouth.net

Vice President: John Morris 
Alabama Power, 3216 Lorna Road, Hoover, AL 35216 
(205) 226-2850, jsmorris@southernco.com

Chapter Representative: Tom Wolf
Wolf Tree, 3310 Greenway Drive, Knoxville, TN 37918 
(865) 687-3400, twolf@wolftreeinc.com

Conference Planner: Rae Ann Ham
Executive Planners, 4912 Bayshore Dr., Seneca, SC 29678 
(864) 654-5182, rham@bellsouth.net

Tree Fund Liaison: (open)

Past President: Pete Rausch 
Pinnacle Arborist Supplies, 1001-A Rushing Circle,  
Little Rock, AR 72204 
(501) 837-1212, peterausch@sbcglobal.net

Editor: Sarah Mitchell
129 N. Sunset Drive, Apt D-3, Winston-Salem, NC 27101 
(336) 409-7805, sarahmitchell@live.com

President: Wesley Hopper
Urban Forestry     2588 Kilgore Cove   Memphis, TN 38133 

(901) 383-2266    urbn4estry@aol.com
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The Fascinating Neem Tree 
by Karl Pokorny, Southern Chapter ISA President Elect

The neem tree, Azadirachta indica), is one of the most 
beneficial trees on the planet, and yet few people in the U.S. are 
aware of it. The fact that the same chemical compounds from this 
tree can be used for both an insecticide and toothpaste shows that 
this is a pretty special tree. While only our colleagues in Puerto 
Rico are likely to ever work on a neem, it is likely that neem-
based products will become commonplace in our industry.

Neem is a broadleaf evergreen tree that typically has a short 
single stem with low spreading branches that creates a canopy 
shape similar in appearance to Zelkova serrata. The bark is 
moderately thick and deeply furrowed.  Neem trees can reach 60’ 
to 70’ in height with a crown spread nearly as wide. The bi-pinnate 
leaves with serrate margins on the leaflets resemble Chinaberry 
(Melia azedarach). The bi-sexual flowers are small, white, and 
born in axillary clusters that have an overpowering smell of honey. 
The fruits are smooth, ellipsoidal drupes that are yellow when ripe 
and are approximately 1/2 inch long. With a dense, dark green 
canopy, neem makes an attractive shade tree and is used as a 
street tree in many countries. While the wood is decay and termite 
resistant, neem is not an important timber species because its low 
spreading form is not conducive to lumber production.

Around the end of the 19th century, the British introduced 
neem to West Africa from the Accra plains of Ghana north to 
Gambia. Neem is present in Puerto Rico and can grow in south 
Florida and southern Louisiana. Because neem cannot tolerate 

A woman in West Africa 
harvesting neem leaves.
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Our crews have been responding to natural disasters  
for nearly 80 years, assisting utilities in cleanup efforts 
and helping to restore power.

Wright Tree Service. 
Always the Wright choice.
1.800.882.1216   www.wrighttree.com

“They are extremely  
hard working, 
courteous to the 
customers, work safe, 
and go above and 
beyond to do their job 
well at any time of day 
or night.”—Connecticut Resident
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n Alabama

February 12, 2013 
The Florence Tree Commission will present 
“Plant Care: Healthy, Wealthy, and Wise” in 
Florence. Contact Bryan Miller at (256) 764-
2733 for more information.

February 13, 2013
The Alabama Forestry Commission will present 
“Planning the Community Forest: Writing an 
Urban Forest Management Plan” at Scottsboro 
City Hall in Scottsboro. Contact Matthew  
Mccollough at (334) 240-9360. 

n		Georgia

February 13, 2013 
The Georgia Urban Forest Council will present 
“Basic Tree Care Workshop and Luncheon” at 
the Georgia Forestry Commission headquarters 
in Macon. Contact Mary Lynne Beckley at (800) 
994-4832. 

February 15, 2013 
The University of George will host a Pruning 
Workshop in Griffin. Contact Dr. Bodie Pennisi 
at (770) 228-7243. 

February 22, 2013 
The University of George will host a Pruning 
Workshop in Griffin. Contact Dr. Bodie Pennisi 
at (770) 228-7243.

February 27, 2013 
The University of Georgia Cooperative Exten-
sion will present “Selection/Installation and 
Maintenance of Urban Trees” in College Park, 
Georgia. Participants will learn value of urban 
trees site factors in sleection, importance of 
selection, proper planting, soil amendments, tree 
maintenance including staking, watering, fertil-
ization and pruning. Contact Grantly Ricketts at 
(404) 762-4077.

n		Louisiana

February 25-26, 2013 Short Course
February 27-28, 2013 Short Course
March 8, 2013 Worksite Safety
March 20, 2013 Tree School
April 26, 2013 Trees as Clients
May 3, 2013 Trees as Clients
Visit www.lsuagcenter.com/arborist for more info.

n		North Carolina

February 19, 2013 
The NC Cooperative Extension will present the 
“Eastern NC Landscape Conference and Trade 
Show” at the Wilson AG Center in Wilson. Call 
(252) 237-0111 for more information.

April 2-3, 2013 
ArborMaster returning to the Biltmore Estate in 
Asheville for Hands-on Safety, Skill & Productiv-
ity Training. This class will be L1 Precision Fell-
ing, Chainsaw Handling and Ergonomics. Visit 
www.ArborMaster.com or call (860) 429-5028.

April 4-6, 2013 
ArborMaster returning to the Biltmore Estate in 
Asheville for Hands-on Safety, Skill & Produc-
tivity Training. This class will be L1 Tree Climb-
ing Methods & Work Positioning. Visit www.
ArborMaster.com or call (860) 429-5028.

April 8-9, 2013 
ArborMaster returning to the Biltmore Estate in 
Asheville for Hands-on Safety, Skill & Produc-
tivity Training. This class will be L1 Arborist 
Rigging Applications. Visit www.ArborMaster.
com or call (860) 429-5028.

n	South Carolina

February 27 - March 1, 2013 
The South Carolina Forestry Commission will 
host the “South Carolina Forest Resource Insti-
tute: Natural Resources and Community Plan-
ning” at the Springmaid Beach Resort in Myrtle 
Beach, SC. Visit www.state.sc.us/forest/fri.htm 
for more information.

n	Tennessee

March 23-26, 2013 
71st Annual Southern Chapter ISA Conference 
and Trade Show. Memphis, TN. Register today! 
Visit www.isasouthern.org to register and for 
more information.

Upcoming Events
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What a great time of the year to celebrate trees! More than 135 years ago,  
J Sterling Morton set aside a special day to plant trees. 

 As the Chair of the Arbor Day committee, I would like to have the opportunity 
to include a future article in our newsletter and on our website sharing ways that you 
have promoted trees for Arbor Day.  I will need your feedback in order to promote 
our programs, and pictures will be most appreciated.   This will also provide us a 
great opportunity to share ideas that we can take back to our communities.

In Arkansas, the City of Conway celebrated their 2012 Arbor Day on Saturday, 
November 3rd, at Laurel Park. This event was a HUGE SUCCESS! The crowd was 
estimated at more than 600 participants and more than 500 trees were adopted. The 
Arbor Day program featured the mayor, a number of talented Conway students, the 
Davanzo Family Band, the Conway Irish Music Players, Master Gardeners, Forestry 
Commission Experts, and more! Following the program, there were activities for the 
whole family including three bounce houses, music, games, face painting, balloons, 
hot dogs, soft drinks, an art display, educational seminars, tree adoptions, and  
tree plantings.  Go to their tree board’s website to learn more about this event at 
www.conwaytrees.org.  

 I invite all of our members and participating states in the Southern Chapter to 
share with me at least one observance that occurred during your state’s Arbor Day.  
As you know, we can celebrate Arbor Day any time of year but each state does have 
a special day or week set aside. 

I would challenge all of you to plant at least one tree with the governor of your 
state. Go Green!

Arbor Day Celebrations are in the Air
by Patti Erwin, Arkansas Director Southern Chapter  

Arbor Days

Alabama   
Last full week of February
Arkansas   
Third Monday in March
Georgia   
Third Friday in February
Louisiana   
Third Friday in February
Mississippi   
Second Friday in February
North Carolina  
First Friday following March 15
South Carolina  
First Friday in December
Tennessee   
First Friday in March
Puerto Rico/U.S. Virgin Islands 
Last Friday in September
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Peter Rausch – Certified Arborist      Little Rock, Arkansas,  501
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PinnacleArborist.com 
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Tulsa, Oklahoma 918-583-9151 









pinnaclesupplies@att.net 



ISA Southern Chapter Entry Form 
Award Categories: Check the category that applies to your nominee 

	 r	Award of Merit      

	 r	Honorary Life Membership   

	 r	Award of Achievement

	 r	Award for Excellence in Arboriculture   

	 r	Education Award

	 r	Award of Arboricultural Research 

	 r	John G. Martin Award

 
_____________________________________________________________
Nominee’s Name/Title

_____________________________________________________________
Company/Organization Name

_____________________________________________________________
Address
 
_____________________________________________________________
Phone Number/E-mail Address

_____________________________________________________________
Nominator’s Name

_____________________________________________________________
Nominator’s Contact information
 
 
Please describe in the space below information regarding the nominee such 
as participation in ISA or related industry/professional organizations, any 
noteworthy projects or initiatives the nominee has either led or participated in 
over the past few years with respect to arboriculture. Also include a summary 
of their career path in arboriculture, especially in relationship to the specific 
award. You may submit additional information on a separate page. 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Mail this to:  Pete Rausch, 1001-A Rushing Circle, Little Rock, AR 72204
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The Southern Chapter is a large, diverse group 
full of active, enthusiastic, and knowledgeable 
professional arborists.  Urban foresters, planners, 
educators, researchers, climbers and many more 
contribute to the safety, beauty and health of our 
communities through trees. 

Don’t let the achievements of fellow members 
go unnoticed!  Listed below are categories for 
Southern Chapter Awards, to be presented at the 
annual conference in Memphis.  If you would 
like to nominate someone, please contact me and 
provide some information to help the selection 
process. 

Award of Merit  The highest honor that the 
Southern Chapter can bestow, recognizing the 
outstanding meritorious service in advancing the 
principals, ideals and practices of arboriculture, 
given to an ISA member within the Chapter.

Honorary Life Membership   This award 
recognizes individuals who are not members 
of the ISA Southern Chapter, but who have a 
continued interest and provides outstanding 
service in promoting arboriculture.  Recipients 
will have made material contributions to the 
advancement of arboriculture through research, 
field practice, promotion, invention or literature.

Award of Achievement   Granted to individual 
members in recognition of sustained, outstanding 
effort or contribution to the advancement of the 
ISA, the Southern Chapter and its principles.

Award for Excellence in Arboriculture   Given 
to an individual in the Chapter to recognize those 
whose service has made a significant contribution 
to practical arboriculture and tree care.

Education Award   Granted to a Chapter 
member in recognition of sustained excellence in 
arboricultural education or training, enhancing the 
quality and professionalism of the industry.

Award for Arboricultural Research   
Recognizes individuals within the Chapter for 
their contributions in research, investigation and 
study of trees, tree care and arboriculture.

John G. Martin Award    Recognizes individual 
Chapter members who own their business  
and promote professionalism in practical 
arboriculture.

For more information on the Southern Chapter 
Awards program or to submit an individual, 
contact:  Peter Rausch, (501) 837-1212, 
peterausch@sbcglobal.net.

Southern Chapter’s Best

A Right-of-Way 
Can Be A Zoo

The Perfect Place for a Jarra� !

JARRAFF ALL-TERRAIN 
TREE TRIMMER
ROW Productivity

Every Jarra�  is self-contained and requires virtually no 
set up time, allowing smaller crews to do more in less time.  

Bottom line, the Jarra�  is the most e� ective machine for 
clearing and maintaining utility right-of-ways.

Safety
With the Jarra� , workers never leave the ground, that 

adds safety to every job.  Plus the Jarra�  is loaded 
with safety features. From limb de� ectors to an 

ergonomically designed cab,  the Jarra�  is the 
safest all-terrain tree trimmer on the market.

Service & Support
The Jarra�  All-Terrain Tree Trimmer is 

backed by years of experience and 
quality customer service.  With next 

day parts availability and authorized 
service centers downtime is 

never a problem.

Jarra�  Industries is now o� ering a Tier III 130 horsepower Cummins engine option 
for the Jarra�  All-Terrain Tree Trimmer!  The increased horsepower will improve the 
Jarra� ’s grade climbing abilities and current emissions rating.  The engine is liquid 
cooled, electronic controlled and backed by an extensive Cummins service network.

 Contact Jarra�  Industries for more information!  Visit us on the Web!

ROPS, FOPS 
& OPS Certified 

Cab Now 
Available!

ROPS, FOPS 
& OPS Certified 

Cab Now 
Available!

www.jarra� .com  •  1.800.767.7112
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help with a Pacific Northwest Chapter TCC in Tacoma, 
WA. There I met another volunteer named Brian French 
of Ascending The Giants. Unbeknownst to me, Brian and 
my friend Zeb Haney of Seattle, had planned for us to 
climb a 700-year-old Douglas Fir the day after the com-
petition. Wow! 

This past August, I traveled with three other Louisiana 
arborists to Portland, OR, for the ITCC and Conference. 
After the competition, Brian and a bunch of his ATG friends 
had set up a climb for us by Mt. Hood. There we spent a 
couple days climbing and sleeping in a group of trees 300+ 
feet tall. Dream realized! Along the way, we met another 

ITCC volunteer there from South Africa who invited us to 
come and climb some big trees by his home in Cape Town. 

So, can you see where I am going with this? Volunteer! 
The ISA Southern Chapter Conference and Tree Climbing 
Championship are coming up in March. No matter what 
your specific arboriculture interests, there will be some-
thing there for you. So come on and get involved. Your 
help will be welcomed and greatly appreciated. Bring your 
workers. Help instill a culture of pride and professional-
ism.  Your sacrifice in time and energy will be rewarded 
many times over. 

James Luce and and friend hanging out

Brian French and Will Koomjian and the ATG gang.
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That was almost 34 years ago and let me tell you, the 
work was hard, dirty, dangerous and possibly not so finan-
cially rewarding 
(Still is!).  Mr. Hall 
believed arborists 
were highly skilled 
professionals and 
enrolled all of his 
two dozen employ-
ees in ISA member-
ship. He also footed 
the bill for the entire 
company to attend 
the annual ISA IL 
Chapter Conference 
and educational 
seminars. I certainly 
owe my arborist 
career to Mr. Hall. 
Without his culture 
of professionalism 
and pride, I surely 
would never have stuck with it. 

Although I have yet to come close to Larry Hall’s dedica-
tion to ISA, I would like to talk a little about an avenue of vol-

unteering that I have been involved with over the past several 
years, the ISA’s International Tree Climbing Championship.

Volunteering for the ISA Chapter level and International 
Tree Climbing Championships is something I wish I had 

started sooner than 
later. It has given 
me great pride and 
honor to have met 
and worked with 
all the outstanding 
ITCC volunteers. 
The exercise of 
arborist skills and 
safety protocols 
involved in setting 
up and running the 
events is astound-
ing. Then, watching 
the very best climb-
ers using cutting 
edge equipment 
and techniques is 
mind blowing. But 
without a doubt, the 

greatest benefits are the people you meet.
 As a climbing arborist, I had long dreamed of climbing 

the tallest trees on earth. About 5 years ago I volunteered to 

Benefits			continued from page 1

arborsystems ad (color)

please place

Taking a rest after a 200-foot ascent.

INSECTICIDES – FUNGICIDES – PGRS – NUTRIENTS
ArborSystems.com   |   800-698-4641

Protect trees from drilling damage.
The Wedgle® Direct-InjectTM System is the first and only  System is the first and only  System is the first and only  System is the first and only 
no-drill trunk injection method. Direct-Inject places 
chemical where trees can best use it.

• Prevent permanent drilling damage.

• Improve control time.

• Treat most trees in five minutes or less. 

With eight Injection Tip options, you can 
treat more types of trees more effectively.

• Wedgle® Tips and new WedglePlusTM Tips 
  are ideal for most hardwoods.

• Portle® Tips effectively treat conifers 
  and hard-to-treat hardwoods. 

• Palm Tips penetrate thick husks and deliver     
  chemical to inner active layers.

Why drill when you don’t have to? Direct-Inject instead!

• A single trunk-injected application pro-
vides full-year prevention of 
Oak Wilt, Dutch Elm disease. 

• Now also labeled for conifer blights 
such as Diplodia Tip Blight, as well 
as Powdery Mildew, and more. 

Stop Oak Wilt, Dutch Elm
SHEPHERD® FUNGICIDE

• Greatly reduces fruit/seed set without 
compromising tree health.

• Reduces cleanup costs and hassles. 
• Ideal for Walnut, Gingko, Locust, 

Sweet Gum, Olive and other trees 
with undesirable fruit/seed production.

End messy fruit, seeds
PINSCHER® PGR
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THE SMARTER WAY TO TREAT TREES
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866.619.5444   terra-spectrum.com

Achieve compliance with greater control and efficiency. 

Your utility vegetation management program is only as strong 

as the resources you rely on. VMSuite is the software you need 

to increase productivity, lower costs and achieve compliance. 

The power you need to stay ahead of the curve.  

>>   Bundle ikeGPS with VMSuite for a complete, integrated UVM workflow. 
ikeSolutions UVM enables quick, data-rich tree inventories, pole 
inventories, inspections and post-storm assessments, and more.
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