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What’s up with lichens 
on trees and shrubs?
By Beau Brodbeck, Tree Fund Liaison

When gardeners see lichen growing on 
the trunks and branches of trees and 
shrubs, they usually get worried. After 
all, something is growing on their tree. 
In fact, most people want to blame these 
frilly blue-green organisms for any tree 
health problems. This isn’t surprising 
because they are often seen growing on 
plants in poor health. However, lichens 
are not the problem, but rather a sign of 
poor tree health. 

continued on page 12
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Safety and production are inseparable at Asplundh.      is how we  

operate – day in and day out. The safest crews are our most productive crews.   

Equipped with proper tools, training and supervision, our people are always prepared 

to do the job in a safe, efficient manner.         at Asplundh is the only way  

to get the job done.

Alabama/Northeast MS 

Steve Bostock 
Phone: 205-685-4000 
reg052@asplundh.com

Arkansas 

Utah Villines 
Phone: 870-365-6253 

reg636@asplundh.com

Eastern Carolinas 

Doug Smith 
Phone: 919-329-7415 

reg056@asplundh.com

Western Carolinas 

Barry Suddreth 
Phone: 704-523-3621 

reg049@asplundh.com

Georgia 

Wilmer McWhirter 
Phone: 478-781-7995 

reg051@asplundh.com

LA / MS / FL Panhandle 

Brian Walters 
Phone: 228-396-5810 

reg042@asplundh.com 

Tennessee 

Gene Hayden 
Phone: 615-346-7256 

reg067@asplundh.com
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Contact your Nelson representative today 
to discuss your vegetation management needs:

Bob Turner Jr. at 1-856-694-4100
Highest standards for  
crew professionalism

equipment resources

Nationwide 24/7 crisis  
response

Unmatched safety record
Industry leading

Scenes from the Mobile TCC
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Scenes 
from 
the  
Mobile  
TCC
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Insecticides • Fungicides
PGRs • Antibiotics

MicroNutrients

Learn more! Call 800.698.4641 or visit
ArborSystems.com for information and videos

INCREASE THE
NUMBER OF TREES
YOU TREAT
IN A DAY!

Wedgle®

Direct-Inject™

TREE INJECTION SYSTEM

� No drilling damage
� No mixing at job sites
� No guarding or return trips
� No waiting for uptake
� Treats most trees in

five minutes or less!
� Successful and most

profitable add-on service

Our advanced technology for
tree treatment allows you to

Multiple injection tips designed for
all types of trees, conifers and palms

ALABAMA

May 7, 2015
The Alabama Cooperative Extension will host 
the “Alabama Invasive Plant Council Annual 
Conference.” Atmore. Contact Beau Brodbeck  
at (251) 259-6507. 

GEORGIA

May 7, 2015
The Georgia Urban Forestry Council will host 
the “GUFC Second Quarterly Program: Ur-
ban Soils - The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly.” 
Athens-Clarke County Public Library in Athens. 
Contact Mary Lynne Beckley at (404) 377-0404.

June 10, 2015
Trees Atlanta will host “Trees and Construction: 
Building for Long Term Survivability.” Atlanta. 
Contact Kate Baltzell at (404) 681-4897. 

TENNESSEE

November 10-11, 2015
The University of Tennessee - TSU Extension 
will present the “2015 West Tennessee  
Commercial Horticulture Expo.” Memphis.  
Contact Karla Kean at (931) 648-5725.

Upcoming Events

Southern Chapter
INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF ARBORICULTURE
74th Annual Conference and Trade Show

March 19-22, 2016     Knoxville, TN

VISIT WWW.ISASOUTHERN.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION!

Save the date!
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The Jarraff All-Terrain Tree Trimmer puts you in control of 
productivity, profi ts and safety.  With unmatched capabilities in the 
fi eld, the Jarraff All-Terrain Tree Trimmer has redefi ned Right-of-Way 
maintenance making crews more productive and effi cient, while 
adding a new level of safety and control to the industry.  

The Jarraff All-Terrain Tree Trimmer can outperform conventional 
trimming techniques at a rate of nearly 5-to-1!  That type of 
productivity can put more to the bottom line.  

Take control of your ROW Maintenance operations with the 
Jarraff All-Terrain Tree Trimmer.

ROPS, FOPS & OPS Certifi ed Cab

Wheeled & Track Models Available

75-ft Cutting Height

360-degree Range of Motion

Over 30 Years of Experience
www.jarraff.com

800.767.7112

 
in Control

Achieve Productivity, Safety & Control

CERTIFIED
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2015 ArborMaster Climbing Kit Prize Package

The Southern Chapter ISA is pleased to announce the 2015 ArborMaster Climbing Kit 
Prize Package for the Tree Climbing Champion (TCC), held in conjunction with the 
Chapter’s 2015 Tree Climbing Championship (TCC) event.  

This climbing kit is being offered to each chapter champion. The package is intended to 
help equip the chapter representatives for the International Tree Climbing Championship 
(ITCC) Competition. 

Each prize package includes: 

•  Arborist Technical Helmet by Petzl, Husqvarna Composite Multi-Purpose Ax,  
and Husqvarna Technical Pro Zipper Apron Wrap Chap

•  Silky Tsurugi Curve Hand Saw
•  Tree Squeeze provided by Buckingham
•  150’ ArborMaster® Climbing Line with eye splice from Samson
•  OREGON® Tool Bag
•  Vermeer logoed Camelback Water Bottle
•  50% savings for an ArborMaster® 2-Day or 3-Day Hands-On Training Module

Sponsored by:  

Congratulations to the  
2015 ISA Southern Chapter TCC winners!   

1st Place (ArborMaster Packet Winner) Dustin Urbanovsky
2nd Place Jeremy Williams     3rd Place Aquilino Amador Cruz
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Lack of education is bad, but misinformation is worse     
by Miguel Cebollero, Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands Director

Many years ago when I was serving as president for the now extinct Puerto Rico 
Professional Arborist Association, I received a call from a man from the southern city of 
Ponce. He introduced himself by his full name and profession, and stated he was part of a 
local action community group.

He launched into a description of the actions taken by the group led by him to halt 
the removal of a Ficus benjamina which was part of a city street reconstruction project 
assigned to a private contractor. Since I was born and raised in Ponce, I knew this tree’s 
location, growing in the backyard of a private property just adjacent to the street. He 
described in detail how he and his son jumped into one of the construction loaders and 
managed to interrupt the work. By the time he contacted me, the work had been delayed 
for several days, with much money lost and schedules disrupted. As a group, they were 
demanding that the city halt the removal plans and, instead, transplant the tree.  

He asked me for advice. I began explaining him that transplanting was not a natural 
process, and that transplanted trees are subjected to a great deal of stress. I talked about 
how not all trees are good candidates for transplanting. I told him that this was not an 
endangered species, not a historic or landmark tree, not a rare species at all — in fact, a 
very common and fast growing one. I continued, explaining to him why some trees, after 
having been planted in the wrong place and when in conflict with infrastructure/utilities, 
sometimes must be removed because there is no other viable option. 

Since he was in the legal profession, I asked him to think about removal to avoid 
legal claims. He replied that he had no problem living with trees causing damage. His 
final words to me were, “If it was up to you, you will cut all trees around cities!” He 
hung up on me, and I have never heard from him again to this day. Not even a “Thanks 
for your time and your professional opinion.” I guess he didn’t hear my words, or was 
not interested in being informed and educated, or he didn’t get back the support he was 
looking for. continued on page 11
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707.829.1018
CNUTILITY.COM

THE POWER OF KNOWLEDGE

Unlock the 
Power of Our
Knowledge
Whether it be regulations or proven best practices, our team has the knowledge, 
experience, and research data to provide the ongoing support YOU need.

Utility Arborists & Foresters  |  Industry Analysis  |  Benchmarking 
Program/Compliance Reviews  |  Expert Witness  |  Software 
LIDAR  |  QA/QC  |  Turn-Key UVM Operations

2015-2016 Southern Chapter Officers
Executive Director: Dwayne Carter  

Carter Utility Tree Service  
213 Apollo Drive, Mount Airy, NC 27030 

(336) 789-4747    dcarter@isasouthern.org

President Elect: Jon Balkcom 
Georgia Power Company, 241 Ralph McGill Blvd NE,  
Bin 20034, Atlanta, GA  30308, (404) 506-3650,  
jbalkcom@southernco.com

Vice President: Billy Kelly 
4-County Electric Power Assoc., PO Box 165, Starkville, MS 
39760, (662) 386-7448, billy.kelly@4county.org  
 
Chapter Representative: Tom Wolf 
Wolf Tree, 3310 Greenway Drive, Knoxville, TN 37918 
(865) 687-3400, twolf@wolftreeinc.com

Conference Planner: Southern Chapter Office 
213 Apollo Drive, Mount Airy, NC 27030 
(336) 789-4747, dcarter@isasouthern.org

Tree Fund Liaison: Beau Brodbeck 
Gulf Coast Research, 8300 Hwy 104, Fairhope, AL  36532 
(251) 259-6507, brodbam@auburn.edu

Past President: John Morris 
Alabama Power, 3216 Lorna Road, Hoover, AL 35216 
(205) 226-2850, jsmorris@southernco.com

Editor: Sarah Mitchell 
(336) 409-7805, sarahmitchell@live.com

President: Michella Huff 
City of Mount Airy, 300 S Main Street, Mount Airy, NC 27030 

(336) 786-3593, mhuff@mountairy.com

This man and his group pushed so hard that city authorities 
ended up hiring a local company with an ISA Certified Arborist 
to transplant the tree. After removing more than 60% of the 
canopy ... digging a root ball crucified with all sorts of pipes ... 
the expense of human resources during an entire night ... the use 
of municipal police, public works personnel ... $50,000 charge 
by the arborist company ... the tree was transplanted. 

It died within the first year after being moved. 
Though it would have been nice, I wasn’t really expecting a 

call from the misguided tree hugger, saying, “I wish I had taken 
the time to listen to you when you where just trying to educated 
me.” As my son in-law once said, “What do you expect from a 
horse, a kiss or a kick?”

We all must continue to promote arboriculture education 
at whatever level we can: as a one-on-one teacher with 
each potential client; as residents within our communities; 
at professional groups with architects and engineers; with 
municipal and city personnel directly involved in tree care; and, 
last but not least, with people like this lawyer ... and people like 
the ones that pushed so hard that we had to move our recent Tree 
Climbing Competition to a different location in Mobile. 

Sometimes people not only lack the right information, but resist 
education and lead others with misinformation. So, don’t forget 
this: Lack of information is bad, but misinformation is worse. 

Let’s keep our educational mission rolling, and let’s not give up 
the fight against the “untrained horses.”

Lack of education is bad ...      continued from page 9
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888.280.1349   terra-spectrum.comVMSuite • Custom Software Development
Authorized Provider of ikeGPS

Your complete VM Software Suite.  

Lichens    continued from page 1

Lichens are organisms composed of a fungus and a green or blue-green alga 
growing together. The fungus in this mutually beneficial relationship absorbs 
water and minerals from both the air and structure to which they are attached.  
The alga uses photosynthesis to convert these materials into carbohydrates 
and vitamins. Lichens are extremely tough and grow in some of the harshest 
environments on earth, from deserts to the arctic tundras.

Lichens come in three distinct varieties that are common in our area. One 
grows flat, looking like a white, gray or blue-green splotch with little raised 
definition. The second variety forms leaf-like folds that are frilly. The third 
develops branch-like structures, which are often long and hairy or coral-like.  
While most lichens that occur on trees are a gray-green in color, they can come 
in a variety of colors ranging from dark brown to yellows and even bright 
oranges. In south Alabama, it is not uncommon to see orange and almost 
salmon-colored lichens on live oaks.

Lichens on trees and shrubs occur most frequently on trunks and branches 
that are exposed to full sun. As a result, trees that have thinning leaves or 
missing branches will have more lichens on the exposed inner branches.  

Here is where many misconceptions about lichens are born. We see 
declining health in trees which have thinning leaves and more sunlight 
reaching inner branches, and, thus, more lichens. We then assume the lichens 
are causing the tree’s decline and seek out costly chemical controls that are not 
addressing the tree’s problem. Lichens are not parasitic like mistletoe, but are 
opportunists that are a sign of declining tree health.  

Furthermore, trees that vigorously grow will regularly slough-off bark 
making it difficult for lichens to become attached. This is especially the case 

Lichens on main trunk (cover picture) are nothing to worry about, 
but lichens on the young growing tips (left) are a cause for concern.
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with smaller branches at plant extremities. Lichens on exposed tree trunks are not 
uncommon and should not raise concerns. It is lichens growing on the younger 
and faster growing outer branches that should raise concern that our trees are 
unhealthy and need care.

The problem with your shrubs or trees may be poor soil fertility, root disease 
or circling and girdling roots. These problems are often below ground and 
difficult to immediately identify. 

Short-term recommendations:
1.  If the plant or shrub was container grown and planted within the last three 

years, carefully dig around the base of the plant and look for circling or 
girdling roots. Girdling roots will often choke the main trunk or other 
large roots. If these are found, use a sharp saw to cut them. If the shape of 
the pot is still discernable in the soil, remove the plant and start over.

2.   Take a soil test. Soil test kits are available at your local extension office. 
Lime and fertilize based on soil test results.

3.   Look for any fruiting fungus at the base of your tree; Their appearance 
can range from clusters of mushrooms to woody disk-shaped growths 
called conks attached to the base of the tree. Diagnose these growths to 
determine whether they are harmful to the tree.

Long-term management of declining tree health:
1.  Mulch the trees and shrubs. Mulch should be applied to a depth of 2-3”  

to the tree’s drip-line with care to not pile mulch at the tree’s trunk.
2. Water trees during periods of extreme drought.
3. Consider removing trees that are not responding to the above treatments.

Scientists at The University of Manchester 
have discovered a way to make trees grow 
bigger and faster, which could increase sup-
plies of renewable resources and help trees 
cope with the effects of climate change. 
In the study, published in Current Biology, the 
team successfully manipulated two genes in 
poplar trees in order to make them grow larger 
and more quickly than usual. Read more at 
www.sciencedaily.com.

Bigger, faster growing trees

This image shows a section of a poplar tree that has had 
its genes modified so cells divide quicker.
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Utility Services:
Asset Management and Vegetation Management

Natural Resource Consulting:
Urban Forestry Consulting and Ecological Services

Project Management/Specialized Consulting

www.daveyresourcegroup.com • info@davey.com • 800.828.8312

avey Resource Group’s 
team of experienced 
urban and utility 
foresters, arborists, and 
scientists is the largest in 
the industry. Our clients 
trust us for proven 
solutions that are
innovative and 
customized – the right 
resources when and 
where you need them.

D

Solutions �rough
Innovations and Expertise.
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ISA Southern Chapter Entry Form 
Award Category that applies to your nominee: 

	 r	Award of Merit      

	 r	Honorary Life Membership   

	 r	Award of Achievement

	 r	Award for Excellence in Arboriculture   

	 r	Education Award

	 r	Award of Arboricultural Research 

	 r	John G. Martin Award

 
____________________________________________________
Nominee’s Name/Title

____________________________________________________
Company/Organization Name

____________________________________________________
Address
 
____________________________________________________
Phone Number/E-mail Address

____________________________________________________
Nominator’s Name

____________________________________________________
Nominator’s Contact Information
 
 
Please describe in the space below information regarding the nominee 
such as participation in ISA or related industry/professional organizations, 
any noteworthy projects or initiatives the nominee has either led or 
participated in over the past few years with respect to arboriculture. Be 
sure to include a summary of their career path in arboriculture, especially 
in relationship to the specific award. You may submit additional 
information on a separate page. 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Mail: Southern Chapter ISA, 213 Apollo Drive, Mount Airy, NC 27030. 
Fax: (336) 789-0202   E-mail: dcarter@isasouthern.org

Nominations are due December 31, 2015.



Alabama: Beau Brodbeck 
Gulf Coast Research & Extension Center
8300 Hwy 104 
Fairhope, AL  36532
(251) 259-6507 
brodbam@auburn.edu 

Arkansas: David Raines
Raines Tree Care
PO Box 1227 Rogers, AR, 72757
(479) 644-9210,
david.wrtc@gmail.com

Georgia: Nancy Beckemeyer
Georgia Power Company
241 Ralph McGill Blvd NE, Bin 20034 
Atlanta, GA 30308
(404) 590-9376
nsbeckem@southernco.com

Louisiana: Zefferino Vonkurnatowski
Biggz Professional Tree Care
Baton Rouge, LA
(225) 205-0706 
biggztreeservices@gmail.com

Mississippi: Jason Gordon
Mississippi State University
9681 Thompson Hall
Mississippi State, MS 39762
(662) 325-8851
jg966@msstate.edu

North Carolina: (open)

Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands: 
Miguel Cebollero
Arboles Urbanos 
PO Box 33032 
San Juan, PR  00933 
(787) 636-3181 
arbolesurbanospr@gmail.com

South Carolina: Ellen Vincent
Clemson University
(864) 656-1342
ellenav@clemson.edu

Tennessee: Eric Bridges
Overton Park Conservancy
1914 Poplar Ave, #202 
Memphis, TN  38108
(901) 213-8733
ebridges@overtonpark.org

At-Large: Kay Reed
Atlanta, GA 
(770) 330-6582
kreed147@gmail.com

Southern Chapter ISA 
Website: www.isasouthern.org
Phone: (336) 789-4747
(888) 339-8733
Fax: (336) 789-0202 
E-mail: dcarter@isasouthern.org

2015-2016 
State Directors

Southern Chapter ISA
Dwayne Carter, Exec. Director & Treasurer
213 Apollo Drive
Mt. Airy, NC 27030




