
reprinted with permission, Juliann Vachon, The Beaufort Gazette.

A local tree-care company set out almost two years ago 
to find the Beaufort, SC, area’s largest and oldest trees. 
Now, it is taking the project a step further -- maintaining 
the health of one live oak that likely predates the city’s 300-
year-old charter. 

The tree sits on the former Cherry Hill Plantation 
in Burton, dripping with Spanish moss 
and towering over the grave of a 
slave who once worked on the 
property. 

At almost 114 inches 
(9.5 feet) in diameter, 
it was the largest 
of more than 130 
trees measured for 
the project, said 
Michael Murphy 
of Preservation 
Tree Care, now 
a division of 
Bartlett Tree 
Experts. In 
comparison, 
Charleston 
County’s famed 
Angel Oak has a 
106-inch diameter, 
Murphy said. 

The initiative started 
as part of the Beaufort 
Three-Century Project’s 
commemoration of the city’s 
tricentennial. The goal: Find at least one 
tree more than 300 years old that could have been 
there when the city was chartered Jan. 17, 1711. 

Murphy estimated that at  
350 to 400 years old, the live oak meets the criteria. 

“We found it through the Beaufort Three-Century 
Project, so we figured this was the perfect time to come do 
the maintenance right as the city is celebrating its 300th 
birthday,” Murphy said. 

Although in good health, it has been damaged by 
lightening more than once, and it looks like an entire side 
of the tree fell off about 25 years ago, Murphy said. “There 
was a lot of damage from that, which we wanted to clean up 
and also clear away all of the undergrowth,” he said. 

Preservation Tree Care crews spent a day doing 
maintenance work at no cost to the property owner. 

Murphy said the company plans to monitor 
the tree, which sits tucked away out 

of sight on private property, 
every couple of years and 

see if it can get a fence 
put around the grave 

sitting below it. 
The property 

sitting at the end 
of Oak View 
Drive off Parris 
Island Gateway 
— along with 
the rest of the 
Cherry Hill 
Plantation — 
once belonged 

to the Bostick 
family, Beaufort 

City Councilman 
Mike McFee said. 

McFee’s aunt, Betty 
Bostick Haigh, sold the 

property where the tree 
grows about four years ago. 

“All of my life I grew up playing 
over there,” McFee said. “I wish you could 

have seen the tree in its hey-day. You cannot imagine the 
size. ... Unfortunately the tree is only about half as big as it 
used to be since it was struck by lightening.” 

“Magnificent” has been used more than once to 
describe the tree, both by McFee and others who came out 
to look at it during a tree symposium last year hosted by 
the Beaufort Three-Century Project. 

I n t e r n a t I o n a l     S o c I e t Y     o f     a r b o r I c u l t u r e

   Southern
Chapter News
   Southern
Chapter News

S p r I n g 
2 0 11

Bartlett Adopts Beaufort’s Oldest Live Oak



PAge 2     SOUTHerN CHAPTer ISA • SPrINg 2011     



SOUTHerN CHAPTer ISA • SPrINg 2011     PAge 3

Safety &  
Professionalism
Our basics. Your assurance of

a job well done.
Contact the following Nelson representative  

to discuss your vegetation management needs:
Bob Turner, Jr. at 1-856-694-4100

WOW!  Congratulations to the Southern Chapter on co-
hosting the North American Tree Conference in Savannah 
with the Utility Arborist Association.  Chapter President Steve 
Johnston kept everyone pumped up and pointed in the right 
direction.  eric gansauer, Jerry Holcomb, Jessica Carroll, the 
conference committee and numerous volunteers presented 
excellent educational sessions that were on topic, on time and 
were efficiently organized.

Connie Hilson organized the tradeshow 
with more than 90 exhibitors in attendance.  
Janet Bornancin’s Tree Fund crew had a 
very successful silent auction in the exhibit 
hall, Asplundh golf Tournament and at 
Sunday’s raise Your Hand for research live 
auction.  Co-chairs Brian Maxson and Scott 
Prophett, the numerous volunteer judges 
and techs made the inaugural Husqvarna 
North American Tree Climbing Competition 
a great success in beautiful Forsyth Park.  
Sixty-six  strong competitors from most U.S. and Canadian 
Chapters showed spectators how professional tree climbing is 
supposed to be done.  Congratulations to NATCC Champions 
Jared Abrojena, Marilou Dussault, and Southern Chapter 
Champion Odis Sisk.  Bill Haws and the City of Savannah 
were fantastic and gracious hosts. Thank you. 

Holding all this activity together — 1,000+ attendees at the 
Convention Center, two hotels and a city park — was Dwayne 
Carter and the busy folks at the Chapter office.  This conference 

was more than twice as large as anything the Chapter has taken 
on before and they are the True Professionals that make others’ 
ideas work — a true success that should make us all proud.

Where do we go from here?  That’s up to all of us in the 
Southern Chapter.  We have proven that working together, 
all things are possible.  Thinking of a hands-on tree-care 
workshop in your area?  Planning an Arbor Day event?   Do 
you have a worthy recipient for an Arborist Service Day?  
Need help planning a local-climbing competition or training 
event?   Is a Certified Arborist or Tree Worker test needed?  
Throughout this newsletter you will find contact information 
for Chapter officers and directors for your state.  Please 
contact them with ideas on how your Chapter can help you 
promote safe and proper tree care – that’s what we do.   

Throughout the coming year, I look forward to serving as 
President of the Southern Chapter to continue the high level 
of professional service we can all be proud of.   Let’s all 
promote worker safety, proper tree care and the benefits of 
trees to our communities.  Invite someone to a workshop, to 
join the ISA and to help them safely care for our trees, forests 
and woodlands.

Passing:  Kenneth Palmquist, Superintendent with the Bryant, 
Arkansas Parks and Department passed away on March 2nd 
after a brief illness.  Ken was an ISA member, Certified Arborist, 
member of the AR Urban Forestry Council, and was instrumental 
in getting Bryant certified as a Tree City USA.  Ken, 55, left 
behind one son, four daughters, four grand children and will be 
missed by all who knew him.

Message from the President  - Pete rausch
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2011-2012 Southern Chapter Officers
Ex. Director: Dwayne Carter 
Carter Utility Tree Service  
213 Apollo Drive 
Mount Airy, NC 27030 
(336) 789-4747  
dcarter@isasouthern.org
President:  
Pete Rausch 
resource Mgmt & Consulting 
1001 A rushing Circle 
Little rock, Ar 72204 
(501) 837-1212 
peterausch@sbcglobal.net
President Elect:  
Wesley Hopper 
Urban Forestry 
2588 Kilgore Cove 
Memphis, TN 38133 
(901) 383-2266 
urbn4estry@aol.com
Vice President:  
Karl Pokorny 
TreeSouth, LLC 
305 W South 1st Street 
Seneca, SC  29678 
(864) 882-8262 
karlpokorny@bellsouth.net
Chapter Representative:  
Tom Wolf 
Wolf Tree  
3310 greenway Drive 
Knoxville, TN 37918 
(865) 687-3400 
twolf@wolftreeinc.com

Conference Planners:  
Rae Ann Ham 
executive Planners 
4912 Bayshore Dr. 
Seneca, SC 29678 
(864) 654-5182 
rham@bellsouth.net
Michelle Johnston 
375 Dukes road 
Mansfield, gA  30055 
mjep2011@msn.com
Tree Fund Liaison:  
Jimmy Ferrell 
Ferrell’s Tree Service 
PO Box 75202 
Memphis, TN 38175 
(901) 553-1242 
ferrelltree@gmail.com
Past President:  
Steve Johnston 
Bartlett Tree expert Co. 
3524-A Lawrenceville Hwy 
Tucker, gA 30084 
(770) 938-0642 
sjohnston@bartlett.com
Editor:  
Sarah Mitchell 
340 Stanaford road 
Winston-Salem, NC 27104 
(336) 765-7358  
NCUFC@aol.com

GET YOURS ONLINE, BY PHONE OR AT A PARTICIPATING Vermeer DEALER

SherrillTree.com         800-525-8873

VALUE 250

Buy any length Poison Ivy, 
Poison Hi-vy or Superbraid 

rope and receive a  
FREE

Promo ends 12/31/11, must use promo code: ISAROPE

item
 # 33330

“The Dash Poem,” by Linda ellis, references the small line 
on a tombstone that separates a person’s years of birth and 
death. The poem encourages the reader to question what will 
be said about his or her life by that simple dash.

Scott Prophett is more than a fan of the poem and its 
message. He passes it on by talking about it at meetings with his 
fellow trainers at North American Training Solutions (NATS), 
www.northamericantrainingsolutions.com, in Loganville, gA. 
Prophett serves as president of a company staffed by nearly 30 
instructors who strive to meet the firm’s mission of “delivering 
innovative and professional arboriculture training and education 
that exceeds customers’ expectations and business needs.”

A successful businessman, advocate and innovator for safety 
in arboriculture who has made a decades-long commitment to 
helping co-worker and competitor alike, Prophett was named a 
2010 ISA “True Professional of Arboriculture.” 

He has been an arborist for more than 25 years and his 
company is focused on meeting the training and business needs 
of private, industrial, municipal, and commercial entities where 
specialized training is needed. Prophett teaches classes and hosts 
seminars on safety for organizations around the world. He is 
passionate about assisting organizations in skill training, team 
building, standard operating procedures, occupational hazard 
compliance and strengthening business practices.

“Our people really value the ideals of serving others, 
sharing what we know and 
supporting each other,” Prophett 
said. “Serve, share and support; 
sometimes we make money, 
sometimes we don’t. But we always 
feel we are making a positive 
difference.”

Sharing among staff members 
is commonplace, but sharing 
knowledge and information with 
competitors? “I was taught early 
in my career that helping our 
competition will bring them to the 
same level we were, which makes it 
better for everyone,” he said.

Prophett’s unique career path has 
seen his professional choices merge 
nicely with his personal passions. 
A psychology student in college, he 
first began working for a friend’s 
brother who owned a tree service 
in Virginia. It was when the small company he worked for in 
the 1980s was bought out by a larger firm that his professional 
development took off. “That was the catalyst for me knowing 
there was a profession called ‘arboriculture,’” Prophett said. 
“Before that I just thought of it as tree work.”

Prophett admits his primary focus today has shifted away 
from tree care. “My passion changed from caring for trees to 
saving and caring for the people who work on trees. Most of my 
energy is on safety and skills techniques.”

Before making that shift, Prophett had progressed from 
a climber to a crew leader, a production foreman to trainer, 

Safety First … Always 
Scott ProPhett caSe Study

So when  
your eulogy  
is being read
With your  
life’s actions  
to rehash
Would you be 
proud of the 
things they say
About how  
you spent  
your dash?



  Consulting Services 
   NERC FAC-003 Risk Assessments
   Strategic Planning for Vegetation Management
   Program Evaluation, Development & Implementation

   Field Support Services
  Contract Arborists, Auditors and Work Planners
  Customer Notification Specialists
  Storm Restoration Coordinators

    Information Management
  Work Measurement Services
  Ruggedized Data Collection Systems
  Data Warehousing

Corporate Office
520 Business Park Circle
Stoughton, WI 53589
p: 608 877-1170

Southeastern Region
13103 Greeengage Lane
Tampa, FL 33612
p: 813-961-7863 www.eci-consulting.com 

Consulting

Technology

Contract 
Foresters

ECI provides cost-effective, practical solutions and support 
services tailored to the needs of your utility.

For over 30 years,  
the most experienced  

vegetation management  
consulting firmVEGETATION MANAGEMENT CONSULTING

South-Central Region
4941 E. Haskell Place
Tulsa, OK 74146
p: 918-835-5545
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a salesman to district manager. 
Through it all he found his personal 
and professional interests sparked 
by anything that brought him into 
contact with employee development 
and training. He also discovered a real 
interest in safety coordination.

“There wasn’t a company where 
training was the main focus,” Prophett 
said. “Occasionally so-called ‘experts’ 

met at conferences and gave 
workshops, but they all had another 
line of work. Then in the mid-
1990s a company formed strictly 
for training got started. The limited 
work I was doing in that area fed my 
need to help other people.”

In 2005 he was part-owner of 
North American Tree Services when 
he decided to sell to his partner 
and open North American Training 
Solutions. Today the company has 
instructors in the U.S., Canada, 
Puerto rico, Brazil and Australia.

A primary service offered by 
NATS focuses on safety, an issue 
that took on greater meaning for 
Prophett following a tragic accident 
from years earlier. One morning, 

he visited a site with a co-worker then 
left for another job. A short time later, 
Prophett heard the tree being worked on 
at the first jobsite had fallen and killed 
the co-worker.

“When something that major 
happened I had to either get out of the 
business or stay and do the best I could 
to not have it happen again,” he said. 

Tactics of a True Professional: What 
can be learned from Scott Prophett?
Serve others – In the office or in 
the field, commit yourself to service 
– both to your customers and the 
industry. Make a positive difference 
today and for the future.
Share with others – When knowledge 
increases, service to the customer 
increases. So does the perception of 
arborists everywhere. Share what you 
know and learn outside your company 
as well as inside.
Support others – Do more than care 
for trees. explain to the customer what 
you did and why you did it. Help them 
care for their trees for years to come. 
Surround yourself with staff supporting 
customers and fellow staff members.
The best way to be safe is to 
keep learning. The easiest way to 
get injured is by using equipment 
incorrectly. Share information about 
equipment and techniques so you and 
your fellow arborists are smarter (and 
safer) today than yesterday.
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A Right-of-Way 
Can Be A Zoo

The Perfect Place for a Jarra� !The Perfect Place for a Jarra� !

ROPS, FOPS 
& OPS Certified 

Cab Now 
Available!

jarra� .com

JARRAFF ALL-TERRAIN 
TREE TRIMMER
ROW Productivity

Every Jarra�  is self-contained and requires virtually no 

time.  Bottom line, the Jarra�  is the most e� ective 

Safety

Service & Support
The Jarra�  All-Terrain Tree Trimmer is 
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availability and authorized service centers 

   Visit us on the Web!
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by Michella Huff, North Carolina Director

In May 2010, I anxiously awaited the 
budding of some recently planted Crape 
Myrtles along a corridor in Mount Airy, 
NC.  When the second week of June 
had arrived and only very few spotty, 
pale green leaves appeared, I began to 
worry.  I also noticed the mature, 18-
year-old, 25-foot-tall Crape Myrtles on 
the opposite of the street were also far 
behind Crapes in other parts of the city.  

I quickly attributed this slow budding 
as salt damage due to the heavy volume 
of salt applied to the corridor and all 
streets in our city during the previous 
winter.  We had an unusual amount of 
snow beginning in early December 2009 
and all the way through February 2010 
... so yes, a lot of salt had been applied.  
Moisture had allowed these salts to 
translocate down into the root system of 
the Crapes. These trees, approximately 
2.5 feet from the edge of pavement, had 
no way of escaping salt spray.

I then began to take inventory of 

other plant materials planted this close to 
pavement and just did not see the same 
end result from potential salt spray. 

The one thing that did stand out 
about this particular corridor was the 
nonselective curb/sidewalk application 
that had been sprayed in May 2009.  The 
one reason I remembered this particular 
area was the new technician our 
contractor sent out in May 2009.  After 
five trips back to the shop to meet the 
new technician that first day and 3 trips 
out to the job site to answer his questions 
(I remind you this a technician spraying 
curb, gutter and sidewalks — not rocket 
science), I called my contact at the home 
office and asked that this technician be 
replaced immediately with one who 
knew what he was doing; I was not going 
to continue to babysit.  This technician 
covered five streets and this particular 
corridor that day ... the only day (thank 
goodness) he worked in Mount Airy.  
In about seven days, the damage of his 
day’s work was apparent.  The green 
strips where these Crape Myrtles were 

planted were killed one foot in on either 
side between the sidewalk and the curb.  
I also had homeowners calling to tell 
me the strips along the curbing in their 
front yard were dead — torched by the 
nonselective herbicide.

On June 24, 2010, the contractor 
came from South Carolina to see the 
damages and discuss our options.  The 
contractor was very cooperative from 
start to finish.  We were pleased at least 
with their reaction time and seriousness 
of our problems.  The contractor 
admitted that a mis-application 
of Imazapyr had been used in the 
area and agreed to replace 86 crape 
myrtles, remove the dead trees, remove 
contaminated soil, claimed responsibility 
for all costs associated with this project, 
and also agreed to apply activated 
charcoal, new soil and grass seed to the 
citizens lawns where the mis-application 
had occurred in as well.

We have been set back a few years’ 
growth with smaller trees, but we have 
learned to require MSDS sheets and 
paperwork by the technicians explaining 
chemicals used, brand name and ratios.

The damage of one day’s work
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DIVISION SUPERVISOR  ANDY CALLAHAN
SOUTHEAST DIVISION OFFICE  BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA  205.335.5142

1.800.882.1216   www.wrighttree.com
 

Always the industry leader, Wright Tree Service  
has partnered with Terra Spectrum Technologies to  

develop new software solutions to better document and 
manage utility vegetation management programs. 

Our PlannerVM software system  
gives you increased control over 

resources and peace of mind.

We are Wright Tree Service.  
Always the Wright Choice.

On the Cutting Edge
TECHNOLOGY TO  

TAME MOTHER NATURE

by John Morris, Alabama Director

As someone who graduated from 
Auburn University and someone 
who works in the tree-care industry, 
it saddened me to hear about the 
deliberate poisoning of trees with such 
deep “rooted” history as the Toomer’s 
Oaks.  If you have no idea what I’m 
talking about, then let me explain ...

First, allow me to give a brief 
history of the Oaks.  This version is 
not documented, but the way most 
stories go, this is the accepted version.  
According to Dr. Scott enebak, a 
professor in the School of Forestry and 
Wildlife Sciences at Auburn, the trees 
were planted around 1880.  A judge by 
the name of John Harper planted the oak 
trees — not just any oaks, but live oaks 
(Quercus virginiana).  Since Auburn is 
quite a haul from the coast, about 200 
miles to be exact, this technically makes 
these trees out of place.  If you visited 
Savannah, gA, recently for the North 
American Tree Conference, you know 
how majestic these trees can be.  Not 

to mention, they are terrific street trees 
as they resist high winds, high heat and 
many other stresses that are common to 
southern urban living.  

The legendary spot where the oaks 
were planted is named after Toomer’s 
Drugstore, hence the name “Toomer’s 
Corner.”  It is not really a “corner” per 
se, but rather an intersection of two 
main roads where the University meets 
downtown Auburn.  

According to the “rolling Toomer’s” 
legend, in the 1940s, the power lines 
and phone lines were rolled with toilet 
paper after the news of away game 
victories reached Toomer’s Drugstore.  
Mr. McAdory Lipscomb, who operated 
Toomer’s Drugstore for 30 years, tells 
us that they did not start rolling the 
trees for away-game victories until 
the 1960s when the City of Auburn 
decided to bury its utilities, forcing the 
celebrating fans to roll the trees.  

If you live in the South, then you 
are probably aware that football is 
king.  The Friday after Thanksgiving 

2010, Auburn defeated Alabama in 
the Iron Bowl.  Within days of that 
game, someone poisoned the trees with 
Spike® 80 DF.  This particular herbicide 
becomes effective after sufficient 
rainfall which will move the active 
ingredient into the root zone.  

As luck would have it, after each 
victory, the trees are cleaned with 
high-pressure fire hoses, which 
unintentionally exacerbated the uptake 
of the herbicide.  After the Iron Bowl 
victory, Auburn went on to win the 
SeC Championship and National 
Championship and QB Cam Newton 
won the Heisman.  Not to be outdone, 
Mother Nature also facilitated this 
process by doing what she does best — 
precipitation.   

On January 27, 2011, a caller on 
the Paul Finebaum radio show claimed  
that he was the one who applied the 
herbicide to these trees.  A day later, 
University personnel took samples 
and sent them off to Mississippi State 
labs for tests.  The results came back 

“Toomer’s Corner” Oaks:  The Story Behind the Headlines



on February 9, 2011, 
showing 0.78 to 51 
parts/million.  Keep 
in mind, 100 parts/
billion can control 
certain species.  In 
Alabama, Spike® 80 
DF is not a restricted 
herbicide, but that does 
not mean you can go 
to any popular home 
improvement store and 
buy it off the shelf.    

Since February 
9th, numerous 
professionals have 
been consulted with, 
offered advice and 
worked on saving 
these oaks.  Engineers 
are working on test 
wells to monitor 
ground water, chemists 
that developed Spike® 
80 DF are offering valuable assistance, 
tree experts from all over are working 
diligently to monitor and nurse these 
trees.  Soil scientists are sampling 
the soil on a routine basis to monitor 
the movement of the herbicide.  Anti-
transpirants have been applied to the 

leaves, activated 
charcoal and clean 
soil have been applied 
to the root zone and 
a makeshift tree IV 
to provide sucrose 
for energy is being 
planned.  It is great to see folks who 

want to help come together and 
correct a wrong.  

The suspect in custody is not 
in the tree-care industry, but he 
is accused of using chemicals 
some of us have used in the past.  
It’s just that he used them for the 
wrong reasons and used them 
incorrectly.  I challenge us all to 
use this opportunity to continue 

to be the professionals we all are and 
help educate the public on all things 
trees and herbicides.  Herbicides are a 
valuable tool for each of us and it is our 
responsibility to be good stewards.

I’d like to thank Dr. Stephen 
enloe with Auburn University for his 
contributions to this article.  Also, 
if you’d like to follow the events 
surrounding these trees, visit www.
auburn.edu/oaks. War Eagle!

Upcoming events
ARKAnSAS
n April 18-20, 2011
The Arkansas Urban Forestry Council’s 20th An-
nual Conference, “Forests for All: Managing Mod-
ern Urban Forests.” Hot Springs. Contact Cathy at 
(800) 958-5865 or visit www.arkansastrees.org.   

LouiSiAnA
To register, visit www.lsuagcenter.com/arborist.
n May 6, 2011  “Chainsaw Safety & Cutting 
Techniques.” Pollock.
n July 8, 2011  “Tree Dynamics & Integrated risk 
Assessment.” Ville Platte.
n August 12, 2011  “Storm recovery & 
restoration.” Farmerville.
n August 13, 2011  “Storm recovery & 
restoration.” Farmerville.
n September 16, 2011  “Comprehensive 
Plant Health Care: Making a Business Out of 
Arboriculture.” New Orleans.
n october 21, 2011  “Tree roots, Structure & 
remediation.” Baton rouge.

ARboRiST CERTiFiCATion ExAM
April 13, 2011 - Smarr, gA
April 18, 2011 - Hot Springs, Ar
April 27, 2011 - Savannah, gA
May 6, 2011 - Lawrenceville, gA
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Outgoing Georgia ISA State Director
by Clay Szoke

My term as georgia State Director has come to an end now that the 
North American Tree Conference is over.  I have been the state director for 
five years and it has been a great experience for me.  I have focused my 
time on increasing membership in the state and also proctoring 8-9 ISA 
exams each year.  I want to thank all of the board members from the other 
Southern Chapter states for their guidance and support they have given 
me.  I also want to thank Dwayne Carter and Melissa Hardy for all of their 
hard work they give to the Southern Chapter each day.  I will continue to 
be involved in ISA with the Arbor Day committees and chairperson for the 
golf tournaments at each Southern Chapter Conference. 

 Jon Balkcom is the new state director and I will continue to support his 
efforts and offer my help to him.  I encourage all members to get involved 
and find ways to support the Chapter.  Thank you again for five great years.
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Utility Services:
Asset Management and Vegetation Management

Natural Resource Consulting:
Urban Forestry Consulting and Ecological Services

Project Management/Specialized Consulting

avey Resource Group’s 
team of experienced 
urban and utility 
foresters, arborists, and 
scientists is the largest in 
the industry. Our clients 
trust us for proven 
solutions that are
innovative and 
customized – the right 
resources when and 
where you need them.

D

Solutions �rough
Innovations and Expertise.

Prune trees to keep them 
healthy and looking good
by Christine Arpe gang, photo by Ben Fant

Winter is a wonderful time for studying the deciduous 
trees and shrubs that are so important in our landscapes. 
Without their cloak of foliage, these plants reveal skeletons 
of branches that may need a little attention.

About 15 volunteers, most of them members of the West 
Tennessee Urban Forestry Council, turned their attention to 
trees in the Uptown-greenlaw neighborhood.

The highly skilled crew pruned and shaped new and old 
trees as part of the organization’s “Day of Caring” program, 
which provides volunteer tree services to nonprofit groups 
several times a year.

Two big sycamores near the Uptown Community Center 
were tackled first, for safety reasons.

“It had a big dead branch and several smaller ones 
hanging,” said Wes Hopper, a certified arborist and owner 
of Urban Forestry. Those branches could easily crash down 

during a storm, 
harming people, 
buildings and 
automobiles.

Shaping 
trees while 
they are young, 
Hopper said, is 
advantageous 
because pruning 
wounds heal more 
easily on trees that 
are vigorously 
growing. “We 
had a great day, 
and it was nice 
to see people 
from different 
tree companies 
coming together 
and working 
as a team,” 
he said. “We 
had wonderful 
weather, too.”

Some of 
the others who 
worked: Mark 
Follis, owner of 

Follis Tree Preservation; Bill Thompson, owner of Midtown 
Tree Service; Jim Volgas, master gardener and master 
urban forester; Ted McLaughlin, owner of McLaughlin 
Tree Service; Brandon Howerton, owner of The Tree Firm; 
Tanja Mitchell, community development coordinator with 
Uptown Partnership; forestry consultant Craig Lenocker; 
and Jan Castillo, master urban forester and member of West 
Tennessee Urban Forestry Council.
Reprinted from www.commercialappeal.com

nathan Sigler of urban forestry in 
Memphis trims dead limbs from a sycamore 
in uptown-greenlaw during a service day 
when more than a dozen arborists donated 
their time, crews and equipment to shape 
up the public trees in the neighborhood.
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FIrST CLASS MAIL

Alabama: John Morris 
Alabama Power
3216 Lorna road
Hoover, AL  35216 
(205) 226-2850
jsmorris@southernco.com

Arkansas: Patti Erwin
Arkansas Forestry Commission
2780 North garland Avenue
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72704
(479) 442-8627
patti.erwin@arkansas.gov

Georgia: Jon balkcom
georgia Power Company
1697 Montreal Circle
Tucker, gA  30084
(770) 621-2439
jbalkcom@southernco.com

Louisiana: Ted Harbourt 
Marathon Tree Service 
7826 O’Neal road 
Baton rouge, LA  70817 
(225) 753-5911
tedharbourt@cox.net

Mississippi: Murville Alleman
City of Ocean Springs 
1800 Porter Ave
Ocean Springs, MS  39566
(228) 875-4415
malleman@oceansprings-ms.gov

North Carolina: Michella Huff
City of Mount Airy 
300 S Main Street 
Mount Airy, NC  27030 
(336) 786-3593
mhuff@mountairy.org

Puerto rico and U.S. Virgin Islands: 
Sigfredo Faira 
Urb. Los Pinos
165 Junipero Savina
Arecibo, Pr 00612 
(787) 410-2424
sefaria@gmail.com

South Carolina: Tim Gillette
City of Tega Cay
PO Box 3399
Tega Cay, SC  29708
(803) 548-3512
tgillette@tegacay.com

Tennessee: James barnhart
Duck river eMC
PO Box 89
Shelbyville, TN 37162
(931) 205-6500
jbarnhart@dremc.com

At-Large: Ed Macie
USDA Forest Service 
1720 Peachtree St NW, Ste 850 
Atlanta, gA  30309 
(404) 347-1647
emacie@fs.fed.us

Visit the Southern Chapter website at 
www.isasouthern.org

You may contact the Chapter Office 
by phone at (888) 339-8733
or (336) 789-4747, 
by fax (336) 789-0202 
or e-mail dcarter@isasouthern.org

2011-2012 State Directors

Southern Chapter ISA
Dwayne Carter, exec. Director & Treasurer
213 Apollo Drive
Mt. Airy, NC 27030


