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Safety and production are inseparable at Asplundh.      is how we  

operate – day in and day out. The safest crews are our most productive crews.   

Equipped with proper tools, training and supervision, our people are always prepared 

to do the job in a safe, efficient manner.         at Asplundh is the only way  

to get the job done.

          

        

Alabama/Northeast MS 

Steve Bostock 
Phone: 205-685-4000 
reg052@asplundh.com
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Utah Villines 
Phone: 870-365-6253 
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Eastern Carolinas 

Doug Smith 
Phone: 919-329-7415 

reg056@asplundh.com
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Barry Suddreth 
Phone: 704-523-3621 

reg049@asplundh.com
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Wilmer McWhirter 
Phone: 478-781-7995 

reg051@asplundh.com

LA / MS / FL Panhandle 

Brian Walters 
Phone: 228-396-5810 

reg042@asplundh.com 

Tennessee 

Gene Hayden 
Phone: 615-346-7256 

reg067@asplundh.com

Utility Services:
Asset Management and Vegetation Management

Natural Resource Consulting:
Urban Forestry Consulting and Ecological Services

Project Management/Specialized Consulting

avey Resource Group’s
team of experienced
urban and utility
foresters, arborists, and
scientists is the largest in
the industry. Our clients
trust us for proven
solutions that are
innovative and
customized – the right
resources when and
where you need them.

D

Solutions Through
Innovations and Expertise.
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trees. However, the primary way this beetle is being spread is through 
the transportation of wood products by humans. Efforts need to be 
made to stop moving firewood, mulch, wood packing materials, 
felled trees, or any other lauraceau wood products from known 
infested areas. 

Mitigation and management
The redbay ambrosia beetle and the associated laurel wilt 

fungus are well established in a 60,000-square-mile area of Florida, 
Georgia, South Carolina, and Mississippi. Eradicating the insect is 
not feasible in the southeast. The reality is that there are likely to 
be high rates of host-tree mortality throughout the southeast as this 
insect continues to spread. The easiest way to prevent the spread 
and to contain this potentially devastating pest is by restricting the 
transport of infested wood products. Geographical jumps were seen 
as a result of transporting infected wood to MS (2009), AL (2011), 
and most recently to Louisiana in 2014. The movement of firewood 
is likely a major culprit.

Arborists and tree workers should take care to destroy infested 
trees by burning them. When burning is not feasible, chipping and 
disposing of infected material on site is preferable. Note, however, 
that chipping of infested trees is not always effective in killing all 
beetles due to their small size. Moving chips offsite could result in 
beetles spreading laurel wilt to susceptible trees around green-waste 
disposal yards.

While chemical control in the natural forest is not feasible for 
environmental and economic reasons, for individual urban trees 

there are some preventative measures. Research by the Bartlett 
Tree Labs in North Carolina has shown some success in preventing 
healthy trees from being infected. The macro-infusion or injection 
of redbay trees with the fungicide propiconazole has shown to 
prevent the trees from being infested for up to one year. However, 
reapplying the treatment is necessary for consecutive years. This 
treatment is costly and will require using a plant healthcare trained 
Certified Arborist, as it is relatively specialized and labor intensive.

It is important to note that while laurel wilt has only been 
identified in a few of our southeastern coastal states, the public and 
arborists should report any of the above symptoms in redbay trees to 
their local state forestry agency or Cooperative Extension System. 
This article is not intended for homeowners and arborists to begin 
preventative chemical control treatments, but rather become familiar 
with identifying redbay, swamp redbay, and sassafras trees, and keep 
a keen eye for any of the above symptoms and damage. Additional 
information about variation of symptoms between tree species, and 
continued research efforts to find effective and consistent control is 
listed below.

References and Additional Resources:
http://www.ars.usda.gov/SP2UserFiles/Place/00000000/opmp/

Redbay%20Laurel%20Wilt%20Recovery%20Plan%20
January%202015.pdf

http://file.scirp.org/Html/9-2600686_29498.htm
http://www.doacs.state.fl.us/pi/enpp/ento/x.glabratus.html
http://cisr.ucr.edu/redbay_ambrosia_beetle_laurel_wilt.html
http://www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/Plant-Industry/

Agriculture-Industry/Pests-Diseases/Laurel-Wilt-Disease

Laurel wilt  continued from page 13
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Contact your Nelson representative today 
to discuss your vegetation management needs:

Bob Turner Jr. at 1-856-694-4100
Highest standards for 
crew professionalism

equipment resources

Nationwide 24/7 crisis 
response

Unmatched safety record
Industry leading

Fruitless Sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua ‘Rotundiloba’) is a
survivor tree! In the late ’90s, North Carolina State University’s
arboretum named fruitless sweetgum one of the twelve inaugural 
selections of best plants introduced or popularized by the late J.C. 
Raulston for the Southeast.

According to NCSU, this tree was found in the 1930s but it 
languished until Dr. Raulston began advocating for it because of its 
site tolerance, fall color, freedom from pests, and fast growth. This 
tree adapts to thrive in wet to dry soils. Dr. Raulston found the tree 
growing on the campus of William and Mary in Virginia, apparently 
from a graft of the original found growing wild in North Carolina 
in the ’30s. The tree was propagated and evaluated for a couple of 
years, and then released with the flourish that only Dr. Raulston 
could pull off. Because of his willingness to share and his extensive 
network of contacts, plants like ‘Rotundiloba’ could go from rare to 
commonplace in a few short years.

The distinctions of ‘Rotundiloba’ include leaves with rounded lobes 
which resemble fig leaves, and the absence of maintenance-nightmare 
gumballs. Like ordinary sweetgum, the twigs of some of the fruitless
sweetgum develop interesting corky wings. But best of all is the array
of showstopping fall color – yellow, red, orange, and purple depending 
on the site and the weather. The leaves are a deep glossy green
throughout the growing season.

This tree does not remain small for long. It is narrowly pyramidal
and can grow up to 70 feet tall. It is a great selection for the urban
environment. It should be used in lawns, medians, and greenways with
sufficient overhead clearance.

A tree of merit  Message from the President, Michella Huff

Fruitless Sweetgum Liquidambar styraciflua ‘Rotundiloba’ 
planted in my front yard in 2005, the year my son was born.
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The Tennessee Urban Forestry Council wrapped up its 24th 
annual conference on October 3rd in Memphis. As usual, it felt like 
a combination of professional development and family reunion. For 
many of us, there were some new twists. So rather than just provide 
a summary, I am going to focus on a few interesting moments from 
this great event. 

First, we had interesting speakers whose expertise was outside 
our discipline. Kyle Simpson, an anthropologist, gave a talk 
on perceptions of forestry based on his research in urban 
State Natural Areas (SNA) that are suffering forest health 
problems. Kyle was interested in the disconnect between 
forestry best practices and what SNA users feel is 
appropriate. His findings can help us better understand 
the human impact of our management activities. Another 
speaker with a unique perspective was Dr. Robert Loeb, 
one of the leading experts on old-growth urban forests. 
His presentation gave insights into the challenges of 
managing these special places based on his experience 
at Radnor Lake SNA. The field tour reinforced his 
concepts at the stop in the Old Forest SNA, a 126-acre 
old-growth urban forest in Memphis. We heard about the 
management difficulties in this highly loved and highly 
degraded forest. The tour also featured Woodland Tree 
Service’s urban-wood reclamation work, where we saw giant 
urban trees being transformed into everything from chips for 
barbecue smokers, to firewood, to coasters and conference tables. 

Sometimes when we see things from a slightly different 
perspective, it helps us notice what we could be doing better, 
like managing urban forests scientifically while recognizing the 
human values that they carry. Most of us were not trained to 
recognize these human values, so I was heartened to see so many 

students at the conference. Dr. Jean-Phillipe brought 
five students from her Urban Forestry program 

at the University of Tennessee, including 
the recipient of the Bruce Webster Urban 

Forestry Scholarship. Rhodes College had 
three students attend who are participating 
in the Urban Forestry Fellowship, 
a partnership with Overton Park 
Conservancy. Four students were from 
the West TN Chapter’s Urban Forestry 
Advisor course. Hopefully these 
students will be motivated to become 
leaders in urban forestry. 

While there were excellent speakers 
and sessions throughout the conference 

and tree climb, these moments delivered 
take-home messages for me: we can all 

be better if we engage with professionals 
from outside our discipline; and if you have a 

chance to mentor a student, do it. It’s one of the 
best things you can do for our profession.

New take-home messages  by Eric Bridges, Tennessee Director
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areas may be more pronounced. The 
loss of these trees and their associated 
benefits in urban waterways, parks, 
or natural green spaces will add up 
especially when combined with the 
costs to remove, dispose, and replace 
lost trees.

Beetle identification
The redbay ambrosia beetle was 

likely introduced in wooden packing 
material arriving from southeast 
Asia. The native range of the redbay 
ambrosia beetle is India, Japan, 
Myanmar, and Taiwan. Adult beetles 
are roughly 2 millimeters long with a cylindrical shape and a brown-
black color. Identifying these beetles and the larva is difficult, and a 
specialist should be consulted. In most cases, it is easier to identify 
symptoms and damage associated with the pest rather than the insect. 

Symptoms and damage identification
Trees are seldom killed by redbay ambrosia beetle feedings. 

Rather, the laurel wilt, associated with the beetle, is a fungus 
(Raffaelea lauricola) that is introduced and ultimately kills the tree in 
a matter of weeks or months. This fungus colonizes the tree’s water-
conducting vascular system, and spreads quickly within the tree. 

These vessels, which transport sugars and water, are essential to 

maintain growth within trees. Once 
clogged by Raffaelea, the leaves will 
begin to wilt and eventually turn a 
reddish or purplish color. This wilting 
and discoloration may initially be 
limited to a few branches but will 
eventually spread to the entire tree. 
Over time, all the leaves will turn 
brown and can stay attached to the 
tree for up to one year. When bark 
is removed on wilted trees, it is 
common to see a bluish to dark black 
discoloration in the outer sapwood 
that runs with the grain of the wood.

Another identifier of the redbay 
ambrosia beetles are the toothpick-
like structures composed of sawdust 

emerging from the trunk of the tree. These structures are sawdust or 
beetle frass that is being pushed from the feeding holes. If a tree is 
found with both the toothpick-like structures and/or the blue stain 
on the wood, it is very likely the tree has been infested and should 
be removed immediately to prevent spread. 

Spread of the redbay ambrosia beetle
Since the identification of laurel wilt in three Georgia and South 

Carolina counties in 2004, the disease spread to more than 60 
counties by 2014. The beetles are known to fly up to a few kilometers 
and can even travel further with strong wind currents to infest new 

Laurel wilt  continued from page 12

Identifiers include toothpick-like structures (image: Albert 
Mayfiled, USDA Forest Service).

continued on page 14



PAGE 12   SOUTHERN CHAPTER ISA • FALL 2015

888.280.1349   terra-spectrum.comVMSuite • Custom Software Development
Authorized Provider of ikeGPS

Your complete VM Software Suite.  

The redbay ambrosia beetle (Xyleborus 
glabratus) is a newly imported pest that is 
impacting trees in the Lauraceae family in 
the southeastern United States. This beetle 
has the potential to decimate trees such as 
redbay (Persea borbonia), swampbay (Persea 
palustris), sassafras (Sassafras albidum) and, 
in Florida, Avocado (Persea Americana). The 
redbay ambrosia beetles and the fungus it 
introduces could have a devastating effect on 
Lauraceae species reminiscent to the American 
Chestnut blight of the early twentieth century. 

The ambrosia beetle has caused extensive 
tree mortality along the Atlantic coast of Florida, 
Georgia, and North Carolina and most recently 
in Mississippi’s Jackson County and Mobile, 
Greene, and Marengo Counties in Alabama. 
While the greatest economic impacts of this pest 
are to the avocado crops in Florida, there are 
likely to be ecological impacts in other parts of 
the southeast.

While trees in the Lauraceae family are not 
prominent urban trees, they do comprise a significant part of the 
southeastern U.S. forest ecosystem. Redbay and other trees in 
the Lauraceae family are of ecological importance to deer, quail, 
turkey, songbirds, and bears that feed on their fruit. Additionally, 
there are various insects that depend on redbay to complete their 

live cycle, such as the swallowtail butterfly (Papilio palamedes). 
Economically the impact is relatively small outside Florida. 

Trees in the Lauraceae family have been typically used in the 
forest-products industry for cabinets, boat manufacturing, packing 
materials, and veneers. However, the economic impacts to urban 

Laurel wilt on the move  by Beau Brodbeck, Alabama Director, and Jack Rowe, Alabama Cooperative Extension

continued on page 13
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Insecticides • Fungicides
PGRs • Antibiotics

MicroNutrients

Learn more! Call 800.698.4641 or visit
ArborSystems.com for information and videos

INCREASE THE
NUMBER OF TREES
YOU TREAT
IN A DAY!

Wedgle®

Direct-Inject™

TREE INJECTION SYSTEM

� No drilling damage
� No mixing at job sites
� No guarding or return trips
� No waiting for uptake
� Treats most trees in

five minutes or less!
� Successful and most

profitable add-on service

Our advanced technology for
tree treatment allows you to

Multiple injection tips designed for
all types of trees, conifers and palms

n GEORGIA

December 9-10, 2015 
The Georgia Urban Ag Council will host the 
“2015 EDGE Expo.” Infinite Energy Center, 
Duluth. Visit https://urbanagcouncil.com/
edge-expo/ or contact Anna McIntyre at 
(706)335-6817.

n NORTH CAROLINA

December 4, 2015
The North Carolina Cooperative Extension  
- Pitt County will host the “Pitt County  
Landscape Meeting.” Greenville. Contact 
Danny Lauderdale at (252) 902-1701.

December 9-10, 2015 
The North Carolina Cooperative  
Extension will host an “Annual ISA  
Certification Review and Exam.” Sheraton  
Greensboro at Four Seasons. Contact Karen 
Neill at (336) 641-2400.

December 9-10, 2015
The North Carolina Vegetation Management Association will host their “An-
nual NCVMA Symposium.”  Koury Convention Center in Greensboro. Visit 
www.ncveg.com/conference.html or contact Roxie Lee at (919) 880-3292. 

n TENNESSEE

March 19-22, 2016
Southern Chapter ISA Annual Conference and Trade Show. Knoxville. 
Visit www.isasouthern.org or call (888) 339-8733.

Upcoming Events

Our Southern Chapter was well represented in the Stihl Tour des Trees Oct 25-31. Left to right: 
Melanie Sherrod, Hallie Dozier, Jim Barnhart, Tom Wolf, and Derrick Wells.
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CNUTILITY.COM

THE POWER OF KNOWLEDGE

Unlock the 
Power of Our
Knowledge
Whether it be regulations or proven best practices, our team has the knowledge, 
experience, and research data to provide the ongoing support YOU need.

Utility Arborists & Foresters  |  Industry Analysis  |  Benchmarking 
Program/Compliance Reviews  |  Expert Witness  |  Software 
LIDAR  |  QA/QC  |  Turn-Key UVM Operations

2015-2016 Southern Chapter Officers
Executive Director: Dwayne Carter  

Carter Utility Tree Service  
213 Apollo Drive, Mount Airy, NC 27030 
(336) 789-4747  dcarter@isasouthern.org

President Elect: Jon Balkcom 
Georgia Power Company, 241 Ralph McGill Blvd NE,  
Bin 20034, Atlanta, GA 30308, (404) 506-3650,  
jbalkcom@southernco.com

Vice President: Billy Kelly 
4-County Electric Power Assoc., PO Box 165, Starkville, MS 
39760, (662) 386-7448, billy.kelly@4county.org  
 
Chapter Representative: Tom Wolf 
Wolf Tree, 3310 Greenway Drive, Knoxville, TN 37918 
(865) 687-3400, tom.wolf@davey.com

Conference Planner: Southern Chapter Office 
213 Apollo Drive, Mount Airy, NC 27030 
(336) 789-4747, dcarter@isasouthern.org

TreeFund Liaison: Beau Brodbeck 
Gulf Coast Research, 8300 Hwy 104, Fairhope, AL 36532 
(251) 259-6507, brodbam@auburn.edu

Past President: John Morris 
Alabama Power, 3216 Lorna Road, Hoover, AL 35216 
(205) 226-2850, jsmorris@southernco.com

Editor: Sarah Mitchell 
(336) 409-7805, sarahmitchell@live.com

President: Michella Huff 
City of Mount Airy, 300 S Main Street, Mount Airy, NC 27030 

(336) 786-3593, mhuff@mountairy.com

in Knoxville, August 10-14, 2019.  That conference will be 
held at the same location where we will meet for the Southern 
Chapter conference March 19-22, 2016. 

ITCC
This past August, the ISA board voted to hold the 

International Tree Climbing Championship separate from 
the annual conference in future years. An exception to this 
decoupling will be made in 2017 when the ITCC will be held 
in Washington, D.C., during the conference. The next ITCC 
will be held in San Antonio, TX, April 2-3, 2016, just two 
weeks after our Southern Chapter winners are known. While 
there will be some challenges associated with the decoupling, 
there are benefits to holding the ITCC as a stand-alone event. 
The advantages include: side-stepping the potential for 
extreme heat when the ITCC is held in the South in August, 
better venues when the climb is not limited to a conference 
location, more focus on the climbers with fewer distractions, 
and the opportunity to hold the ITCC outside the United States 
more often.

There are lots of dates listed in this article, so go ahead 
and fire up your Outlook or get out your paper calendar and 
mark down some dates now. Consider attending – you won’t 
regret it.  There is no better way to build your business and 
grow your industry contacts than by attending ISA Chapter and 
International conferences.

News from ISA   continued from page 9
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Woody plants of note
South Carolina is always open to trialing new plants. We 

certainly can tell fairly fast who can survive the heat and humidity. 
Greg Paige is Arboretum Curator at Bartlett Tree Experts Research 
Laboratory in Fort Mill, SC, near Charlotte. He is constantly on the 
lookout for woody plants 
with high potential for urban 
locations. He is excited about 
Ninebark Little Devil. The 
official name is Physocarpus 
opulifolius ‘Donna May’ 
(U.S. Plant Patent 22,634) 
and sold under the trademark 
Little DevilTM within the First 
Editions® brand. The plant is 
hardy in USDA zones 3-7, 
and its overall size is 4’ tall 
and wide. It has deep purple 
foliage, a tight compact habit, 
and displays high resistance 
to powdery mildew. (http://
hortsci.ashspublications.org/
content/47/9/1372.full). It is 
adaptable to soils and climate 
and has reduced apical 
dominance so that it requires 
less pruning to maintain 
a strong structure (www.
amerinursery.com/growing/
physocarpus-opulifolius-
little-devilt-first-editionsc/).  
It sports bluish pink flowers 
on dark purple foliage in 
spring and sporadically 
reblooms during the season. 
This compact ninebark 
may be used in containers, 
borders, foundations, and 
as a hedge (http://hortsci.
ashspublications.org/
content/47/9/1372.full).

Another promising plant is Oakleaf hydrangea ‘Munchkin’ 
(Hydrangea quercifolia ‘Munchkin’), hardy in USDA zones 5-8.  
Paige says it stays small – 3’ tall and between  4-5’ wide – making it 
a good fit for tight spaces. This U.S. National Arboretum introduction 
(NA 73936; PI 658494) was developed from seedlings obtained from 
a 1997 open-pollination of oakleaf hydrangea cultivar ‘Sikes Dwarf’ 
and released in 2010. The foliage is dark green in summer, turning 
mahogany-red in fall. In spring, the flowers open white and then 
turn pink (www.usna.usda.gov/Newintro/munchkin.pdf). The 6.5” 
inflorescences are held upright and are reputed to withstand wind 
and rain (www.waysidegardens.com/munchkin-hydrangea/p/v1659/). 
This plant is ideally used as a foundation plant, in deciduous hedges, 
in containers, in mixed shrub/perennial borders, or in mass plantings. 
Paige believes this plant is seriously underutilized.

A third gem is Regal Prince columnar oak. The official name is 
Quercus x warei  ‘Long’ Regal Prince® (U.S. Plant Patent PP12,673), 

hardy in USDA zones 4-9. This plant tolerates wet or dry soils once 
established and is highly resistant to powdery mildew and borers. 
This narrow tree is the result of a cross between swamp white 
oak (Quercus bicolor) and the English columnar oak (Quercus 
robur ‘Fastigiata’). Regal Prince reaches 40-60’ tall and 20-25’ wide, 

making it a magnificent 
choice for a narrow space. 
The foliage is glossy, dark 
green, and leathery. The 
habit is columnar, narrow, 
and upright. Winter wind 
and ice do not generally 
damage the tree. This tree is 
ideally set in the landscape 
in small groups, used as 
screens, as a street tree, or 
even as a specimen (www.
missouribotanicalgarden.
org/PlantFinder/
PlantFinderDetails.aspx?tax
onid=270959&isprofile=0&). 
Paige even claims the fall 
color on this plant is worthy. 

A final tree that Greg 
Paige finds promising is 
Liriodendron tulipifera 
‘Little Volunteer.’ This small-
scale tulip poplar is hardy 
in USDA zones 4-9, is 20’ 
high and 12-15’ wide with 
a compact pyramidal habit 
(Dirr, 2009). It is drought 
tolerant and displays bright 
yellow fall foliage (www.
heritageseedlings.com/
page_442_40/liriodendron-
tulipifera-little-volunteer).  It 
has all the benefits of the tulip 
poplar, according to Page, but 
comes in a small package. 
Little Volunteer is ideal as a 

street tree, specimen, or mixed hedge or allee. Dirr (2009) claims it 
has a distinct place in the contemporary landscape.  

SC is on TRAQ
Arborist education included a spectacular TRAQ training and 

exam held in Camden in October. Twenty people from across the 
state joined instructor Jimmy Walters for 2.5 days of training and 
testing. According to organizer Liz Gilland, Urban Forester for City 
of Camden, most attendees felt that they successfully passed the field 
portion of the test. Gilland described the event as “eye-opening” 
due to the emphasis on targets, saying, “The industry standard has 
shifted from a quantitative-based ‘hazard tree’ assessment process to 
a qualitative ‘tree risk’ assessment. Greater emphasis is now being 
placed on the target, as it should be, and the likelihood of the tree/
tree part impacting the target as well as the consequences to the target 
should the tree hit it. It is a valuable tool for tree managers!”

South Carolina round-up: woody plants and training  
by Ellen Vincent, South Carolina Director
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Dates and more dates
As members of ISA 

Southern Chapter, most 
of us are also part of a 
much larger organization. 
While our Chapter 
includes 1630 members 
from eight states, Puerto 
Rico, and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands, our parent 
organization is comprised 
of 23,400 members from 
around the world. 

In October of this 
year, three members of 
our Chapter’s executive 
council, along with 
our executive director, 
traveled to Champaign, 
IL, to attend the ISA 
Leadership Workshop. Our Southern Chapter delegation interacted 
with arborists from across the globe, which opened our eyes to the 
cultural diversity of our industry.

This coming summer in Fort Worth, TX, each of us will have 
the valuable opportunity to be immersed in that same cultural 
diversity.  August 13-17, 2016, practicing arborists, urban foresters, 

and educators from more than 30 countries will come together to 
network and exchange ideas. The theme of that ISA conference is 
“Deep in the Heartwood of Texas.” 

If a trip to Texas is not in your future but you still want to 
experience an International conference, you are in luck. The 
Southern Chapter will be hosting the ISA International conference 

News from ISA  by Tom Wolf, Chapter Representative

Meanwhile, at the ISA headquarters in Illinois ... Billy Kelly, Beau Brodbeck, Jim Skiera, Tom Wolf, and Dwayne Carter attend ISA’s 
Leadership Training Conference in October.

continued on page 11
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