
	 		Southern
Chapter	News

FA L L 
2 0 11

Landscape architect Tom Leader 
helmed a $17.5 million public-private 
initiative to convert an old warehouse 
and brick-making site on Birmingham’s 
active railroads into 19 acres of grass, 
foliage, walking paths, ponds, a skate 
park, and plazas. The park is designed 
to knit together the city’s divided north 
and south sides and, to that end, treats 
its copious train lines, which cut straight 
through the city, as an urban amenity the 
way San Antonio and St. Louis treat their 
riverfronts. A “Rail Trail” near the train 
lines provides plenty of choice perches 
for trainspotting (a sort of Birmingham 
equivalent of Sunday golf) and gently 
tributes the city’s rich history as a freight 
and industrial powerhouse. The park is 
part of a master plan to develop open 
space and assorted attractions along the 
railroad in the coming years. If the plan 
is realized, Birmingham will have more 
park acreage per capita than any city in 
the United States.

Railroad Park is an object lesson 
in how a small metropolis can create 
an affordable, valuable public park by 
exploiting the stuff it’s got instead of 
mindlessly aping the particulars of west-
side Manhattan’s High Line. Building 
Railroad Park was no picnic, though. 
The project dragged on for five years, 
about two and a half years too long, 
plagued by land disputes, political in-
fighting, fund-raising difficulties, and 
other problems. It didn’t help matters 
that Birmingham swept through five 
mayors in as many years. 

“A lot of people didn’t think 
they could do this,” Leader says. 
“Birmingham has an inferiority complex. 
It was a Civil Rights battleground and 

“A beautiful, weird 
industrial ballet”

Tom	Leader

I n t e r n A t I o n A L     S o c I e t Y     o F     A r b o r I c u L t u r e

continued on page 11
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Safety &  
Professionalism
Our basics. Your assurance of

a job well done.
Contact the following Nelson representative  

to discuss your vegetation management needs:
Bob Turner, Jr. at 1-856-694-4100

We are Tree People, but who are “We”?  We are the nearly 
600,000 employed in the tree-care industry, the professionals.  

We are Tree People.  We work for private tree-service 
companies, landscape maintenance firms, electric utilities, line 
clearance contractors, municipalities, forestry commissions, 
extension services, parks departments, nurseries, arboretums, 
universities, school districts, property owner associations, 
non-profit organizations, 
manufacturers and other private 
corporations.  We get paid for 
what we do and we volunteer our 
time when needed by others.

We are Tree People.  We 
plant, mulch, fertilize, prune, 
remove, measure, inventory and 
map trees.  We carry out plant 
health care programs; install 
cables, braces and lightning 
protection in trees.  We consult, 
educate and train others about 
trees and their care.  We conduct 
research, invent equipment, 
develop management 
guidelines, manage safety programs, sell arborist supplies, 
conduct tree-protection strategies and design new landscapes.

We are Tree People.  We answer phone calls from clients, 
pay invoices, send out bills, schedule work for crews, maintain 
documentation, calculate bids, order parts, repair equipment, 

and inventory supplies. We Tweet, friend, and Buzz about 
trees. We maintain websites, write newsletter articles, promote 
our business, and give presentations about trees.  We act as 
trainers, consultants, investigators and expert witnesses.

We are Tree People.  We climb trees, operate aerial lifts, 
and maneuver cranes.  We prune, thin, raise and reduce the 
tree crown – we do not top.  We spread mulch, rake leaves, 

pick up sticks, drag brush, chip brush, load logs and 
grind stumps.  We cut, split, and stack firewood.  We 
recycle green waste where and when we can.  We 
dig holes, plant trees, mulch, stake and water trees 
for the future.

We are Tree People.  We fertilize, spray 
fungicides, install barriers, inject insecticides, and 
treat diseases.  We aerate the soil, prune girdling 
roots, inspect root crowns, air spade trenches for 
irrigation and other underground utilities.  We 
inventory trees for management and inspect trees for 
hazards to protect the public.  We promote trees, tree 
care and tree planting in our community.  We belong 
to national, regional, state and local organizations to 
learn about trees and share what we have learned.

We are Tree People.  We love trees.  We love their 
shade, their variety, their beauty, and their numerous benefits.  
Trees are our job, our hobby, our exercise, our passion, our 
relaxation, our mission, and sometimes our biggest challenge.  
But, we love trees and love what we do because …

We are Tree People.  

We	Are	Tree	People			Message	from	the	President,	Pete Rausch



  Consulting Services 
   NERC FAC-003 Risk Assessments
   Strategic Planning for Vegetation Management
   Program Evaluation, Development & Implementation

   Field Support Services
  Contract Arborists, Auditors and Work Planners
  Customer Notification Specialists
  Storm Restoration Coordinators

    Information Management
  Work Measurement Services
  Ruggedized Data Collection Systems
  Data Warehousing

Corporate Office
520 Business Park Circle
Stoughton, WI 53589
p: 608 877-1170

Southeastern Region
13103 Greeengage Lane
Tampa, FL 33612
p: 813-961-7863 www.eci-consulting.com 

Consulting

Technology

Contract 
Foresters

ECI provides cost-effective, practical solutions and support 
services tailored to the needs of your utility.

For over 30 years,  
the most experienced  

vegetation management  
consulting firmVEgETaTIOn ManagEMEnT COnSulTIng

South-Central Region
4941 E. Haskell Place
Tulsa, OK 74146
p: 918-835-5545
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The Southern Chapter has several award 
categories for individuals and organiza-
tions who take the initiative to go above and 
beyond to improve our profession. We want 
to acknowledge the contributions of our 
members and ask that you recognize your 
colleagues for their contributions.  

Don’t wait until the annual conference 
when the awards are given.  If you’re like 
me, you will forget about a great project 
or perhaps research that comes across your 
desk because luckily a lot of work is going 
on in the field of arboriculture.  We also 
don’t always hear about projects going on 
in other states, so this is an opportunity to 
highlight those programs and show your 
appreciation.

Take a few minutes and go to the South-
ern Chapter website at www.isasouthern.
org and download the awards application.  
e-mail the application along with any  
supporting documentation to me at  
patti.erwin@arkansas.gov. 

Presentation of awards will be made at 
the Annual Conference and Trade Show in 
Birmingham, Alabama, March 17-20, 2012.  
The categories for awards are as follows:

Southern	Chapter	Awards	Program
n AwArd of Merit

   highest honor ISA can bestow, recognizes outstanding meritorious  
service in advancing the principals, ideals and practices of arboriculture.

n HonorAry Life MeMbersHip
   recognizes individuals who are not members of ISA who have continued 

interest and outstanding service in promoting arboriculture. Recipients 
will have made material contributions to the advancement of arboriculture 

through research, field practice, promotion, invention or literature.
n AwArd of AcHieveMent 

   granted only to members of ISA in recognition of sustained  
outstanding effort or contribution to the advancement of ISA.
n AwArd for exceLLence in ArboricuLture

   recognizes an individual that promotes arboriculture and has gone  
above and beyond in their profession to ensure that the importance of  

arboriculture is understood by those in the field or at the community level.
n educAtion AwArd 

   granted to a member of ISA in recognition of sustained excellence  
in arboriculture education. The award recognizes the important role  

that all forms of education contribute to enhancing the quality  
and professionalism of the arboriculture industry.

 n JoHn G. MArtin AwArd 
   recognizes members of ISA who are entrepreneurs who own  

their companies and still contribute to the day-to-day operations.
n AwArd of ArboricuLturAL reseArcH

   recognizes individuals or companies who have contributed  
valuable information to the arboriculture profession.



A Right-of-Way 
Can Be A Zoo

The Perfect Place for a Jarra� !

JARRAFF ALL-TERRAIN 
TREE TRIMMER
ROW Productivity

Every Jarra�  is self-contained and requires virtually no 
set up time, allowing smaller crews to do more in less time.  

Bottom line, the Jarra�  is the most e� ective machine for 
clearing and maintaining utility right-of-ways.

Safety
With the Jarra� , workers never leave the ground, that 

adds safety to every job.  Plus the Jarra�  is loaded 
with safety features. From limb de� ectors to an 

ergonomically designed cab,  the Jarra�  is the 
safest all-terrain tree trimmer on the market.

Service & Support
The Jarra�  All-Terrain Tree Trimmer is 

backed by years of experience and 
quality customer service.  With next 

day parts availability and authorized 
service centers downtime is 

never a problem.

Jarra�  Industries is now o� ering a Tier III 130 horsepower Cummins engine option 
for the Jarra�  All-Terrain Tree Trimmer!  The increased horsepower will improve the 
Jarra� ’s grade climbing abilities and current emissions rating.  The engine is liquid 
cooled, electronic controlled and backed by an extensive Cummins service network.

 Contact Jarra�  Industries for more information!  Visit us on the Web!

ROPS, FOPS 
& OPS Certified 

Cab Now 
Available!

ROPS, FOPS 
& OPS Certified 

Cab Now 
Available!

www.jarra� .com  •  1.800.767.7112
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Join us in Birmingham, Alabama
March 17-20, 2012

Sheraton Downtown / Birmingham Convention Center

General Chair: Beau Brodbeck
251-937-7176, brodbam@aces.edu

General Program Chair: Connie Head
706-202-5279, tfshead@aol.com

Utility Arborist Program: Anne Beard
505-241-3644, anne.beard@pnm.com

Commercial/Municipal Arborist Program: Greg Howe   
479-444.3470, heres_howe@hotmail.com

Commercial and Educational Exhibits: Connie Hilson    
isasouthern-exhibition@comcast.net

Southern Chapter TCC: Billy Kelly
662-386-7448, tree.boss@hotmail.com
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Look	Who’s	Exhibiting		
at	the	2012	Conference
Aerial Solutions  ·  ArborSystems   ·  Asplundh Tree 
expert Co.  ·  Burford’s Tree, Inc.  ·  Clearion Soft-
ware   ·  Cn Utility Consulting Inc.  ·  Crop Produc-
tion Services   ·  Dow AgroSciences, LLC   ·  DuPont 
Land Management    ·  eCI Consulting Inc.  ·  forestry 
equipment of Virginia   ·  Haverfield Aviation, Inc.  ·  
ISA   ·  Jarraff Industries, Inc.  ·  Karl Kuemmerling, 
Inc.  ·  Laser Technology, Inc.  ·  Lewis Tree Service, 
Inc.  ·  nelson Tree Service, Inc.  ·  nge Services   ·  
northern Atlantic financial LLC   ·  Powel, Inc.  ·  The 
Knapheide Corporation   ·  The Knifesource LLC   ·  
The Townsend Corporation   ·  Tree Care Industry As-
sociation (TCIA)  ·  Utility Auctions   ·  W.A. Kendall 
& Co.  ·  Wolf Tree Inc.  ·  Wright Tree Service, Inc.

interested in exhibiting?   
Contact Connie Hilson, exhibition Manager,  
at ISASouthern-Exhibition@comcast.net.  

TCIA	Awarded	$165,000	Federal	Grant		
for	Electrical	Hazards	Training

The Tree Care Industry Association (TCIA) has announced that it 
has been awarded a federal grant in the amount of $165,000 from the 
occupational Safety and Health Administration (oSHA). 

The grant was awarded through the Susan Harwood Training 
grant Program, which provides funding for non-profit organizations 
to conduct in-person, hands-on training and educational programs for 
employers and workers on the recognition, avoidance, and prevention 
of safety and health hazards in their workplaces.

ISA	Launches	OLC
ISA has launched its new online Learning Center 

(oLC) which features self-paced training courses on 
a variety of topics. The oLC is a 24-hour portal to 
learning and professional development. 

The ability to access educational materials online 
provides alternatives for professional development, 
and additional CeU opportunities. The oLC also cre-
ates an infrastructure of affordable learning and train-
ing that is accessible to arborists across the globe.

With the oLC, ISA credential holders can com-
plete courses for convenient opportunities to earn 
CeU credits toward maintaining their certification. 
employers will also benefit from the availability of 
arboricultural education and training in the easy-to-
use online format. employees will have more oppor-
tunities to broaden their arboriculture knowledge in a 
flexible and convenient way that will save employers 
time and money. 

The oLC launched offering 25 courses includ-
ing one that can be taken free of charge.  “We will 
continually be adding more topics to our course 
library,” Vargas added. Anyone can log-in or cre-
ate an account for the online portal to access and 
purchase course options. The first training courses 
available online include the ISA Introduction to 
Arboriculture: Interactive Series. As a special launch 
offer, individuals can log-in to take the Tree Worker 
Safety module for free and attain CeUs once they 
have successfully completed the course. 

ISA first created online educational resources 
with the 2009 introduction of its ArborPod free pod-
casts series. The podcasts offer online quizzes that 
may be purchased to earn CeU credits. 

Visit http://www.isa-arbor.com/OLC.
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2011-2012 Southern Chapter officers
executive director: dwayne carter 

Carter Utility Tree Service  
213 Apollo Drive, Mount Airy, nC 27030 

(336) 789-4747    dcarter@isasouthern.org

president:  
pete rausch
Pinnacle Arborist Supplies 
1001 A Rushing Circle 
Little Rock, AR 72204 
(501) 837-1212 
peterausch@sbcglobal.net
president elect:  
wesley Hopper
Urban forestry 
2588 Kilgore Cove 
Memphis, Tn 38133 
(901) 383-2266 
urbn4estry@aol.com
vice president:  
Karl pokorny
TreeSouth, LLC 
Po Box 1175 
Seneca, SC  29679 
(864) 882-8262 
karlpokorny@bellsouth.net
chapter representative:  
tom wolf
Wolf Tree  
3310 greenway Drive 
Knoxville, Tn 37918 
(865) 687-3400 
twolf@wolftreeinc.com

conference planner:  
rae Ann Ham
executive Planners 
4912 Bayshore Dr. 
Seneca, SC 29678 
(864) 654-5182 
rham@bellsouth.net
tree fund Liaison:  
(open)
past president (interim): 
John Morris 
Alabama Power 
3216 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216-2850 
(205) 226-2850 
jsmorris@southernco.com
editor:  
sarah Mitchell
340 Stanaford Road 
Winston-Salem, nC 27104 
(336) 765-7358  
NCUFC@aol.com

GET YOURS ONLINE, BY PHONE OR AT A PARTICIPATING Vermeer DEALER

SherrillTree.com         800-525-8873

VALUE 250

Buy any length Poison Ivy, 
Poison Hi-vy or Superbraid 

rope and receive a  
FREE

Promo ends 12/31/11, must use promo code: ISAROPE

item
 # 33330

by Tom Wolfe, Chapter Representative
The International Society of Arboriculture annual meeting 

was held July 23-27 this year in Parramatta, Australia.  It was 
an honor to represent the Southern Chapter by attending as a 
member of the Council of Component Representatives.  The 
conference was attended by 834 members from across the 
world. The meeting this year marks the first time ISA has met 
in the Southern hemisphere and only the second meeting out-
side of north America.  

The logistics of travelling 9600 miles from Tennessee to the 
“down under” part of the world were quite an ordeal.  Twenty-
six hours after leaving Knoxville (nineteen in the air), I arrived 
in Sydney, population 4.5 million, and immediately ran in to 
Dr. Kim Coder’s familiar and happy face.  Dr. Coder repre-
sented us well as one of the more interesting speakers at the 
conference.  our voice was heard loud and clear.

The Council of Representatives that you allow me to serve 
on is comprised of 51 delegates from each ISA chapter and 
the various affiliate organizations.  We serve as an advisory 
group to the ISA Board.  our role is to bring ideas, desires and 
concerns from the Chapter and component groups to the Board. 
Southern Chapter past president, Steve Ketner, does a great job 
representing us on the full board.

one of the most rewarding aspects of the trip was the oppor-
tunity to speak with and learn from people from other countries 
who are engaged in the same profession that we are all part of. 

Loud	and	Clear	from	Sydney

by John Morris, Alabama Director
greetings from Alabama.  I hope everyone is settling down 

after a busy storm season.  I’ve been asked on numerous oc-
casions around the Chapter about the Toomer’s oaks.  In a 
nutshell, they are doing as expected after a tebuthiuron (Spike 
80 Df) application.  They’ve defoliated and reflushed numer-
ous times since we discussed this a few months ago.  There are 
few new things of interest to share with you.

The task force has decided to allow the traditional “rolling of 
Toomer’s Corner” to continue, but they will not allow the trees to 
be pressure washed as they have been in the past.  The test wells 
that were put in place to determine the amount of chemical in the 
ground water came back at safe levels, both for the public and 
the environment. The task force tells us that they will not know 
whether or not the trees will survive until spring at the earliest.  
Since the prognosis is that the trees will not survive, the Univer-
sity is considering a permanent iconic structure that would:

• Bring the celebration back to the Corner where it origi-
nated, not in the area with the trees;

• Create something in which the campus and community 
could take great pride;

• enhance community-wide events, holidays, and gatherings 
year-round while improving the overall look and feel.

This incident has created an opportunity for us as profession-
als to educate the public about the benefit of herbicides in our 
day-to-day operations.  Until next time, be safe and War eagle!”
The information was gathered from www.auburn.edu/oaks.

Toomer’s	Oaks	Update
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n 2010 chicago ride    by Jon Balkcom, georgia Director
Last July, I had the opportunity to participate in the 2010 

STIHL Tour des Trees in Chicago.  The Tour was a week-long, 
500-mile cycling event through northern Illinois in conjunction 
with ISA’s annual international conference in Chicago. 

The Tour des Trees is the signature fundraising event of The 
Tree Research and education endowment fund (TRee fund).  
The TRee fund is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization that 
identifies and funds projects and programs that advance knowl-
edge in the field of arboriculture and urban forestry to benefit 
people, trees and the environment. 

Along the way, the Tour riders participated in public educa-
tion programs and tree-planting events to help raise communi-
ty awareness of the importance of urban and community trees 
and forests.  It was certainly a physical challenge, as my as-
sumption that Illinois would provide cooler temperatures than 
georgia in July turned out to be false – it was 95 degrees and 
humid just like home.  But knowing that the cause supported 
an industry that I not only have a strong passion for, but work 
directly in as well, made it all worth the effort. 

I know that there are many worthy causes to put our talents 
and resources in, and our current economic environment makes 
it especially challenging to determine which ones to pick. A 
cause like the Tree fund, directly supporting the industry in 
which we arborists make our careers, is certainly a strong con-
tender.  even with all the strides our industry has made, we still 

have to battle myths, beliefs and feelings versus science-based, 
factual research as it pertains to vegetation management.  The 
TRee fund supports science-based research that we as profes-
sionals need in our careers. If you would like to support a rider 
with the STIHL Tour des Trees or the Tree fund itself, you can 
find more info at http://stihltourdestrees.org/.

n 2011 stiHL tour des trees breaks record
The 2011 STIHL Tour des Trees finished its 500-mile trek 

through Virginia october 8 at American University in Wash-
ington D.C., where the cyclists blessed the last of a record 45 
new trees planted during the week and presented a check for 
a record $457,020 to TRee fund President Mike neal.

STIHL’s Roger Phelps and three-time ITCC world cham-
pion Mark Chisholm led the Ride for Research out of the 
Virginia Aquarium and Marine Science Center october 2 
under chilly, drizzly skies, but the day was brightened by the 
enthusiasm of local riders and Team STIHL. 

Historic sites and trees dotted the 2011 itinerary. Tree plant-
ings at Colonial Williamsburg and Monticello gave veteran 
Tour riders an opportunity to revisit trees planted in 2000. on 
Tuesday, Richmond’s Bob Bluford, a 92-year-old advocate for 
the preservation of historic Virginia land, turned out to tell the 
story of gathering the last acorns from the 400+ year old “Lee 
Tree,” a massive oak under which Robert e. Lee conferred 
with his officers during the Civil War. Hurricane Isabel felled 
the original Lee Tree in 2003, but a sapling “Lee Tree” propa-

Tour	des	Trees	Roundup
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DIVISION SUPERVISOR  ANDY CALLAHAN
SOUTHEAST DIVISION OFFICE  BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA  205.335.5142

1.800.882.1216   www.wrighttree.com
 

Always the industry leader, Wright Tree Service 
has partnered with Terra Spectrum Technologies to 

develop new software solutions to better document and 
manage utility vegetation management programs. 

Our PlannerVM software system 
gives you increased control over 

resources and peace of mind.

We are Wright Tree Service. 
Always the Wright Choice.

On the Cutting Edge
TECHNOLOGY TO 

TAME MOTHER NATURE

ISA_Southern_7.75x5.25.indd   1 8/18/11   8:44:05 AM

gated from an acorn from the original and, planted 
and blessed by the 2011 STIHL Tour des Trees, now 
graces the grounds of Virginia’s state capitol.

The 12-mile continuous ascent to Skyline Drive 
was the ride’s biggest challenge, and those who 
conquered “The escarpment” on two wheels were 
hailed as heroes at the top. The reward was an eight-
mile serpentine descent to the hotel and dinner at the 
front Royal home of Tour rider Tom Armstrong.

When the Tour reached Washington, D.C., the 
cyclists were given a warm welcome at the nation-
al Arboretum, where they planted a rare hybrid maple, Acer 
griseum x A. pseudoplatanus, a spontaneous cross of paper-
bark and sycamore maple. Casey Trees hosted the Tour for 
lunch at their new headquarters in D.C., and then sent them 
on their way to American University where award-winning 
environmentalist, author and Rolling Stones keyboardist 
Chuck Leavell delivered the keynote address at the closing 
ceremonies. The Tour and the University community were 
treated to an outdoor concert sponsored by STIHL at the 
University amphitheater, featuring the Tom Principato Band 
with Leavell on keyboards for the last set. 

Photos from the VA2DC Tour are posted on the website 
at www.stihltourdestrees.org. Rookie Tour rider and talented 
photographer Helen Steussy also captured her experience in 
beautiful detail in her blog. find a link on the Tour website 
and at www.treefund.org.

The fundraising campaign for the VA2DC Tour contin-

ues through December 30th. This year’s goal of $500,000 
is within reach. Your donation will make a difference in the 
TRee fund’s 2012 research budget and help a Tour rider 
reach their “personal best” in fundraising as well as hill-
climbing. Donate today at www.stihltourdestrees.org.

n Get ready for oregon!
The 20th Anniversary Tour des Trees will embark from 

Portland, oR, August 5 and loop through oregon, showcas-
ing the region’s diverse scenery and eco-zones from the high 
desert of Central oregon to the craggy, foggy coast. Douglas 
firs, Mt. Hood and the Columbia gorge will provide spectacu-
lar backdrops for a week of challenging cycling, community 
engagement and fun. The Tour returns to Portland August 11 
in time for the ISA’s annual conference and International Tree 
Climbing Championship. 

Registration for the 2012 Tour opens January 3.

Photo by David Hucker
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Utility Services:
Asset Management and Vegetation Management

Natural Resource Consulting:
Urban Forestry Consulting and Ecological Services

Project Management/Specialized Consulting

www.daveyresourcegroup.com • info@davey.com • 800.828.8312

avey Resource Group’s 
team of experienced 
urban and utility 
foresters, arborists, and 
scientists is the largest in 
the industry. Our clients 
trust us for proven 
solutions that are
innovative and 
customized – the right 
resources when and 
where you need them.

D

Solutions �rough
Innovations and Expertise.
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Railroad	park			continued from page 1

had a lot of inertia in terms of organization. ... [The park] 
did take five years, but it’s been a real urban catalyst. That’s 
something we always talk about, and sometimes it happens 
and sometimes it doesn’t. In this case it did.”

Leader landed the Railroad Park commission after meeting 
William gilchrist, Birmingham’s visionary former director 
of planning (who now works for Mayor Mitch Landrieu in 
new orleans) at a mayors’ symposium several years ago. 
gilchrist wanted to draw more people to Birmingham, the 
population of which has steadily declined since the 1960s, 
and a park by the rail that could marry the city’s empty, urban 
north and booming, university-adjacent south was key to that 
goal. “You’ve got 11 lines all rumbling through the city on 
a big viaduct,” Leader says. “our first thought was: Do you 
want to subdue the rail? And they said, ‘no, we like it. We go 
out there on the weekends and do trainspotting.’ They relate 

to it in a way that’s 
uncommon in other 
cities because they 
have no bay or lake. 
This rail is their 
regional element.”

Leader took 
pains to make the 
park self-sufficient. 
“It used to be that 
you’d come up 
with an idea then 
bring resources to 
it,” Leader says. 
“You don’t do that 
anymore. now, you 
ask, how can you 
use the resources 
that are there, and 
store them to grow 
the landscape?” 
A large reservoir 
provides irrigation 
water that, during 
the summer, also 

discharges as a fountain for folks to cool off. The soil dug out 
for the trainspotting knolls leaves ample room for floodwater 
storage, a necessity in this storm-prone part of the world. 
Through a complex water management system, rain water can 
be harvested and reused.

The real measure of a park’s success, of course, is whether 
people use it. Leader says they do, whether it’s for an outdoor 
movie; the Crawfish Boil, which attracts a throng of 30,000 
each year; or crunk fitness. It’s even encouraging healthier 
lifestyles. “In Birmingham, they love barbecue; it’s a calorie-
loving food culture,” Leader says. “But everybody is out there 
now, whatever size they are, hustling their butts around the 
walking circuits.”

Article by Suzanne Labarre, Co.Design. Images courtesy of 
Tom Leader Studio.



fIRST CLASS MAIL

Alabama: John Morris 
Alabama Power
3216 Lorna Road
Hoover, AL  35216 
(205) 226-2850
jsmorris@southernco.com

Arkansas: patti erwin
Arkansas forestry Commission
2780 north garland Avenue
fayetteville, Arkansas 72704
(479) 442-4963
patti.erwin@arkansas.gov

georgia: Jon balkcom
georgia Power Company
241 Ralph Mcgill Blvd. ne, BIn 20034
Atlanta gA 30308
(404) 506-3650
jbalkcom@southernco.com

Louisiana: ted Harbourt 
Marathon Tree Service 
7826 o’neal Road 
Baton Rouge, LA  70817 
(225) 753-5911
tedharbourt@cox.net

Mississippi: billy Kelly
eCI 
1287 Yeates Subdivision Road
Starkville, MS  39759
(662) 386-7448
kellyb@4county.org

north Carolina: Michella Huff
City of Mount Airy 
300 S Main Street 
Mount Airy, nC  27030 
(336) 786-3593
mhuff@mountairy.org

Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands: 
sigfredo faira 
Urb. Los Pinos
165 Junipero Savina
Arecibo, PR 00612 
(787) 410-2424
sefaria@gmail.com

South Carolina: tim Gillette
City of Tega Cay
Po Box 3399
Tega Cay, SC  29708
(803) 548-3512
tgillette@tegacay.com

Tennessee: James barnhart
Duck River eMC
Po Box 89
Shelbyville, Tn 37162
(931) 205-6500
jbarnhart@dremc.com

At-Large: ed Macie
USDA forest Service 
1720 Peachtree St nW, Ste 850 
Atlanta, gA  30309 
(404) 347-1647
emacie@fs.fed.us

Visit the Southern Chapter website at 
www.isasouthern.org

You may contact the Chapter office 
by phone at (888) 339-8733
or (336) 789-4747, 
by fax (336) 789-0202 
or e-mail dcarter@isasouthern.org

2011-2012 State Directors

Southern Chapter ISA
Dwayne Carter, exec. Director & Treasurer
213 Apollo Drive
Mt. Airy, nC 27030


